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Two DIALOGUES 

Between a Sceptick and a Deist. 

DIALOGUE I. 

Concerning the Chriflian Re'velation* 



Sceptick. JfY old Friend ! I am glad t6 
fee you : You are the Man I 
JL ▼ JL defiled to meet. 

Deifi. Sir, I ani your humble 
Servant. 'Tis a long while fince we faw one an- 
other before ; and therefore I am the better plea^ 
fed with my good Fortune now. 

Seep, So long, that tho' you have Civility enough 
to know me again, I am fomewhac doubtful whe- 

A a ther 
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ther I may pretend to the fame Friendlbip thit 
was once between us. 

Deifi. You are true ro your old Humour ftill I 
perceive, and are as very a Sceptick as ever : But if 
you could be aifur'd of any ching» I would beg of 
you to look upon this one thing as certain, that I 
always prcfeive the fame Regard for my Friends, 
tho' i have not always the fame Opportunities of 
(hewing it. 

Seep. You and I were very well acquainted for- 
merly : We have conversed freely together in out 
time ; and in thofe Days, when you was as much 
a Sceptick as I, our Agreement in believing nothing 
made us as fall Friends, as if we had Itgn'd the 
fame Articles of Faith : But you have been a great 
Traveller (I am told) Unce I faw youj and have 
fixt your Opinions ; and I could not tell what Al- 
teration a Variety of Climates, and a di£erenc way 
of thinking, might have made in you. 

Diifit As to Travelling, I don't know what you 
mean j but, by the Strength of my awn Reafon, I 
have lAadc a fliift to clear up many Points to my 
felf, which I could never be certain of before. 

Seep. It is for this Reafon that I am very ded- 
rdus of renewing my Acquaintance with you, in 
hopes you may deliver me from the Uneafinefs of 
doubting of every thing ; which, I mufk own, be- 
gins to grow very troublefome r For I am often- 
times fo didrafted with contrary Arguments, and 
amus'd with various Colours and Rcfemblances ; 
there are fo many different Probabilities tugging 
my Mind feveral ways at once, that I find it not 
only difficult, but painful ro fufpend^ and keep the 
Balance even ; and fometimes I am difpos'd to lec 
go my hold, upon the next Oiock of Reafon that 
comes againA me ; and then again I am afraid of 
being convinced, lefl when one Point is granted) 
Come other more ungrateful I'ruths fhould force 

their 
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their way after it. This, Sir, is the unhappy Si- 
tuation of my Soul ; and you are the Maa that 
muft eafe me, who have, it feems, foimd the way 
of curing yourfelf. It is from you that 1 expt^b 
the Pleafurc of believing and being fix'd in fuch 
Opinions as will give me no trouble to keep. 

Deifi. I am obliged to you for entertaining fucli 
^vourable Thoughts of me, but Uill I don'c un- 
derftand what you mean by my being a great Tra- 
veller. When I was a young Man I went icio 
France and Italy, and made fome Sray at Rme j 
but lince we were together laft, I have never been 
out of England. 

Sc£p. No Sir i Why, I thought you bad been all 
the World over ; that you had tra^-clled far and 
near, not only by Land and Sea, but by Air and 
jEther ; that you had vifited all the planetary Sy- 
ftems> (hot the Gulph, and paft through all rhc 
Caverns of the Earth> down to the Central Fire ; 
and, in fhort, that you had ranfack'd every Nook 
and Corner of the Univer fc. 

Dei^. You. aflonilh me ! I am at a lofs to know 
what you intend by all this, and muH wait till you 
are pleas'd to inform rae. 

&ep. To deal freely with you then i when yon 
and I communicated our Thoughts laft, it feem'd 
a doubtful thing to us both, whether there was a 
Cod, or no. And now I hear you are fully fatis- 
fied that there is none ; which I thought 'twas itp- 
pofTible for you to be furc of, except you had 
taken the whole Tour of Nature, and hsd made 
a rei7 diligent and careful Search too wherever 
you came. 

Deifi. Whoever has given you my Charaflcr of 
late has deceivM you very much in his Accounts 
of me i for I am fo far from believing that there is no 
God, that I am amaz'd to chink how any Man can 

doubc 
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doubt of his Being, Every thing we meet with 
bears witnefs of him : AU the Creatures have the 
Marks and Impreflions of their Author upon them ; 
and there 15 not a Stone, a Plant, or an Infeft> but 
will lead you up to the Fonntain of all Being and 
Life : So that a Man fhouid not travel through the 
World J but rather get quite out of it into fome 
vaft empty Space, far from all manner of Objefts, 
if he would diveft himfelf of the Notion of a Dei- 
ty ; and even there he could not deny the Exift- 
ence of a God, without forgetting his owa. 

Seep. How's this 1 What, politive on the ochec 
fide ! This is the mofl wonderful Change I ever 
heard of. From doubting of a God to denying 
him is an eafy Step ; but for a Sceptick to turn Bi- 
got is very unnatural, and out of sll Obfcrvacion, 
For my part I am juft where you left me ftill i I 
neither aOcnt nor deny. There are^ I confefs, ma- 
ny things which might induce a Man to imagine 
Thar there was fome firll Being which gave Birth to^ 
all other Beings, And 'tis bard to give an Ac- 
count how the World (hould be as it is, except 
there had been fome Wifdom and Contrivance em- 
ploy M in the Difpofition of it* But then a gain j* 
there are feveral Appearances which I can't re- 
concile to the common Notions Men have of God ; 
^nd therefore I cannot fpeak with that AlTurancc 
of thcfe Mattets which you do : However, I will 
not enter upon this Djfpurc with you at prefent, 
becaufe I find you fo determined yourfelf, and fo 
fecured by Numbers of your fide i but I will beg 
to be informed what other Principles yoa have got 
which yoa embrace with the fame Confidence j be- 
caufe it looks probable enough to me, that if there 
be any fuch thing as Certainty to be had in one 
Point J there is as much Rcafon to cxpcft it in o- 
thers. 
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Dei^i, I am not afhamed oi my Principles or 
Opinions of any kind ; but what fort of Princi- 
ples are they which you defire to know ? Such a? 
concern Religion, or 

Sfep. O, by all means, your religious Principles, 
as you call them : For if one thing be more ne- 
ccffary to be known than another, it muft be Re- 
ligion : And if I could come to a Certainty in that 
matter, I Ihould very eafily bring my felf to Rca- 
fon about every thing elfe, as the reft of the World 
docs. 

Veifi. So far you argue very juftly ; and I hope, 
before our ConVerfation ends, to give you fuch a 
rational Account of Religion, as you will not be 
afraid to receive. 

Seep. There you fay fomewhat : For, between 
our fclves, I am free to acknowledge, that all my 
Scruples and Diftrufts concerning a God did 
really proceed from a terrible Train of Confe- 
quences, which I forefaw would croud in upon 
me, if I once granted this Point ; fuch as would 
lay great Reftraints upon me, damp all my Pica- 
fures, and put me under a Neceffity of altering the 
whole Courfe of my Life i which might prbve a 
very troublefome Bufinefs to do. 

Deifl. I can't tell what ftrangc Apprehenfions 
you may have of God, which make you unwilling 
to own bira : But I take him to be an eafy, merci- 
ful Being, that loves his Creatures, and requires 
no other Service from them than what is agreea- 
ble to their Nature and Inclinations. 

Seep. That's very kind indeed, if it be as you 
fay : But, fo far as I am a Judge of this matter, 
there are a great many things in Religion that won't 
at all agree with my Conftitution ; nor with yours 
neither, unlefs you are mightily 9hang'd from what 
you was : And I don't hear but as to the moral 

Part 
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Pare of your Charafter, you are the fame Man 
both Believer and Infidels 

Deijh Pray whence have you thefe terrible No- 
tions of Religion ? I hope you don*c give heed to 
Priejii and Fanatrcks, who take a malicious Plca- 
fure in tying up their Brethren to hard Meat, while 
they let loofe their own Appetites to every thing 
that they like : and claim it as their peculiar Pri- 
vilege, to indulge themfelves. 

Sce[>. No Sir ; 1 don't regard what this or that 
particular Retailer of Religious Doctrines is pleas'd 
TO deliver; nor what is fumni'd up together as the 
Faith ol this ort hat Party : But in thofe very Books, 
which all the fcveral Scfts of Religionifis in this pare 
of the World acknowledge and fubmic to as of un* 
deniable Authority, there it is that I find a gteat 
many things^ which, with the fofteft Interpreta- 
tion 1 can put upon them, will never be brought 
to tuit with my Inclinations and ways of living. 
I can't tell what Grange Art the Jefuits have got 
of tnaking up pretty convenient Sets of Morals, 
fit for every Man's ufe, and adjuAed to the Size 
of every Man*s Confcience i but were I to ftudy 
the Scriptures never To long, I fhould hardly be 
able, by all the bending and plying I could ufe, to 
make them ferve alt my purpofes. 

Deijl. What do you believe the Scriptures then ? 

iscej/. No: But I take it for granted, you do. 

Deift, What reafon have I given you to fufpeft 
me of To much Credulity > Becaufe I agree with 
all the Niuions and Ages of the World, in the ac- 
knowledgment of a God, mufti believe every pre- 
tender to MelVages and Comroitnons from Hea- 
ven? The voice of Nature is plain and eafy to be 
underftood^ but that which they call the fFordof 
G&d is paft my comprehenfion. 

Sctp. 
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Sap, I beg your Pardon for making any addition 
to your Creed ; but hearing you talk of God an<l 
ReUgion, I concluded prcfently that you had been 
a Chnftum \ becaufe all chat I meet with in thefe 
Parts of the World (however they differ in theic 
Notions about Chriftianity) go ii rider that Name» 
excepting fome few Jew that live among uf, and 
I presume you arc no Profelyte to them. 

Deifl. No indeed : I am no ^eiVj neither am t 
a Chriftian : The Charadcr I bear is that of Deiit ; 
and I anfwer to no other Name. I am fully pcr- 
fuaded that there is a God i and I have as wor- 
thy and as honourable Notions of him as any 
or Chrijlian of them alt i but I know of no Books 
that were written by htm j and I don't believe a 
Tittle cither of the Old Tiflammt or the Ncoj. 

Seep, And arc you as fure that thefe Books arc 
falfcj as you arc that there is a God ? 

i)eifi. Yes i why not ? 

Seep, This is ftranger than all the reH : I could 
not eaHIy have imagiuM^ that an old well -beaten 
Sceptkk would prove a fturdy Afl'crrer of Gt;d and 
ReUgion j but that a Man fliould come fo far, and 
yet go no farther, this is what I do not readi!/ 
underfland. 

Detji. I wonder at tlut ; for tho' you are ftill in 
the ft ate of Sceptic ifmj fo as not to be p(!linv'e ei- 
ther in alfcrtiog or denying any thing, yet you muft 
needs own that fome things appear clearer and 
more probable to you than others ; and particti- 
larly, that the natural Proofs, of the Being of Ciod, 
feem much brighter and ftronger, and much more 
irretiflible than thofe that are brought for the truth 
of the Chifiiaa Religion. 

Seep, Qt^iite contrary, 1 do aflftire you, if I may 
be aiiowM to ufe fuch a confident Word. 

Diifi. I: can never be j you muft fay this (as 
your MiJinci is) in pure Con trad idion, only to 

B make 
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make me abate of my Confidence, and to ftiew me 
how far I am from certainty when I think I have 
fafteft hold of it. 

Seep. No indeed ; I am very fcrious and in cam- 
eft, when I tell you, tjhat I could be inudi eafier 
<^nvinc*d of the Truth ©f the whole Chriftian Re- 
ligion together, than I cpulj;} be brougfht to believe 
^ God by any Arguments that ^ Deifi XQuld urg« 
for it. 

DeiR. You have furpriz'd me now as much as I 
did you before : pray favour me with an account 
of the Grounds you proceed upon. 

Seep. That I (hall very willingly ; for I am very 
ready to hear or impait any thing, iho' I am not 
fo free to believe. Yoji 'kn.Qvsr very well that we 
Modem Scepticks do not keep our Souls; at fiich an 
exaft poifc as our Fore- Fathers did : And, as to 
myfelf in particular, I iam fo far inclin'd to tbc Epi- 
curean Seft, as to have a greater Opinion of my 
^ttfes thzn my Reafott. 

Detfi. This is ftrange Doctrine ; btjt pray what 
ufe do you make of it? 

Seep. That you fliall fee prcfently : but firft let 
me ask you one Qiieftion ; Do you believe the 
World to have been Eta ml ? Or is it your Opi- 
nion that it was crcaced in time ? 

Deifl. I hold that the World was mad« by God, 
not created out of Nothing (as the Divines fpeak) biic 
moulded into Form, and the Springs of Motion fet 
a going. But why do you ask this ? 
• S:ep. Only to illuftrate the Matter I am upon to 
you. SuppcHng then that you had been the firft 
thing that was form'd upon a Chacsj fuch as you 
take this Earth once to have been ; and while you 
was groping up and down in the dark, up to the 
Knees in Mud, you had heard a Voice fay, Let^ 
there he Light y and immediately there was Light ; and 
that afccn^ards, upon another like Command, you 

had 
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iad found the Water running from under your Feet, 
and haAening from all the parts about you into 
Chancls |uft then opened to receive em j and being 
thus fee upon dry Ground j you had looked up ana 
£ecn the Su% Moon, aiid Stars fhoot forth, and 
take their Places in a Firmament newly made for 
them ; and after this, the Trees and Fowls and 
£eaAs had all fprung out of the Ground and the 
Water, in your fight, at the fame word of Com- 
mand 1 Would not this wonderful Scene, difplay'tt 
and adted in this maQner in your prefence, ha\*e 
given you a fiiller and more fatisfad:ory Convidion 
of God^s forming the World, than what you have 
now by all the Inferences drawn from the prefcnc 
Frame and Conftitution of Things ? 

Dgiji. I can't fay but it would : But this is all an 
imaginary Scene, an extravagant Suppofition, be- 
yond any thing that even Revelatiott pretends to. 

Seep. Pray raillake me not ; I am far from afl'ert- 
ing any fuch thing as a' Crmm, or Formation of the 
World at all : But J only draw this Image, to ftievsr 
you how far Jenfible Knowledge is to be preferred to 
that which is call'd rational ^ which being granted, 
it mufl be allowed me that I had good Reafon to 
fay, that the Proofs brought for the Chrifu'an Reli- 
gion have a greater appearance of Truth in them, 
tjian- any Arguments which can be produc'd for the 
Being of a God, by one who denies that God ever 
'Concerned himfeK with the World fince he made ir. 
Deifi. I don't underdand dut Coiifecjuence at 



Seep, No I Let us fuppofe then once more, thac 
you had been prefcnt at. all thofe wonderful Fa6ts 
which are faid to have been done by Chrifi and his 
Apoftles in the Scriptures, and had had fome (hare 
in them yourfelf, as being healed or raifed from the 
dead, or the like ; That you had feen Chriji cru' 
city'd, and convctfed with him after he was nfen 
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from the Grave, and had beheld him afcendinj; up 
from you into Heaven ; That you had known the 
Apoftlcs, their Education, and way of Life, and 
bad heard them fpeak fuch Languages as they ne- 
ver Icarii'd j and that atterwards yon bad obfcrv*d 
what a mighty Progrefs the Gofpel made in a 
ftiort time, notwithftanding all the Power and 
Zeal that were employ M to fupprefs it : Had ypti 
yourrdt been a Witnefs of all ihis, fl^ould you not 
have been better fatisficd that thcfc things were 
done by the Hand of God, than arc now, that 
the whole World was Iodic time or other form'd by 
him, when you was not prpfent to fee the ordering 

peifl. Still you go on upon oculitr Te/Iimr/y, 
which is immediate and irrefiRiblej and feems to 
convince move, becaufe it*is quicker, and plcafes 
Ijcttcr, than rational Demcnfiratioa ; though, ac* 
cording to th? Opinion of the bcft Philofophers, 
the latter is, iii ics own Nature, more proper to 
convince. But this is nothing to our Purpofe, foe 
you and I were born long after thefe things were 
pretended to be donp, and tonfequently all kind 
t>f Proof from Senfe is impoffiblc. 

Seep, I am not going about to prove that you 
or I ever faw any of thefe things ; but if you will 
fuffcr ine to give you my Notions with the fame 
Freedcm that you have communicated yours, I 
muft tell you in the next Place, that, having a' good' 
opinion of my own Senfes, I am ape to have a'fuic- 
able regard to ihofe of other Men ; fo i\\at I be-» 
licve what thdy tell me they faw and heard, much 
faoner than what they pretend to prove to me by 
tational Arguments, though they ufe never fuch 
ilrong Words, and call every thing they Demon- 
jirntion, ' ' 

■ DaR. TiiC Generality of the World judge quite 
pihci wife, ^ • * • 
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Seep, I know they do, and theretbrc they cry up 
MathematicksiS the moft certain piece ot Knowledge 
we are capable of j but I can't; be ot their Minu : 
For there are To many Pollutata, Axioms, DcHni- 
tions, Propofitions, and Corollaries, to be um'cr- 
ftood, before one can come at any ol' thofe demon- 
ftrated Truths which they boaft of, that I am quite 
tir^d before I come thither, or elfc drop fame ot the 
Links, and fo lofe the Connexion. 

D(i(i, But is not this an cafier and furer way of 
(indirg out Truth, and examining Evidence? 

Seep. In fome cafes perhaps it may ; fiut fhould 
T go upon the Change, and there talk with fcveral 
Merchants and others, that told me they had been 
at Cadiz, j that fome of tljem had liv'd there, others 
traded thither, and others had Correfpondcnce with 
fome of the Inhabitants, I (hoiild be better perfuad- 
ed that there was fuch a Town in Spaittt than evcc 
1 could be that the three At/gles of every Triangle 
are equal to two right. 

Deifi, Whither does all this tend ? 

Scfp, The Ufe 1 make of it is this ; That the 
Truth of the C/jr?/2frtHi?f//g?o» depending upon plain 
obvious fenfible Fads, which every Man was a ca- 
pable Judge of at the rime they are faid to be done, 
'tis very hard to conceive how mankind fhould be 
fo far impofed upon in Matters of this Nature, as 
to agree in the Belief of fo many ftrange FacSs, 
performed in fuch a publick manner, in fo many 
Places, for a whole Age together, before fo many 
WitncflTes, of different Chara&cry, and Interefls, it" 
none of them all were true ? 

Deifi, Is this all yon have to fay for the Credi- 
bility of the Chriftian Religion ? This is far from - 
the Cafe flill. 

Seep, Take me right, I befccch you : I am not 
an Advocate for the Chriftians, never fear that : I 
^in onl^ putting my ObjC^ions as flrong as I can» 
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that I may receive the duller Anfwer to thera horn 
you that have Ibdied the Point:> and arc therefote, 
1 truft, very able to explain this odd Event : For, 
that a great Part of the WorJd do now believe all 
thofe things that arc written in the Scriptures to 
be true, I fuppofe you allow. 

Deifi, YeSj yes j there's no doubt of that, hue 
abundance do believe thcfe things ; and 'tis v^ry 
eafy 10 account for the DcluHon. 

Seep. As how 1 pray ? 

Deifi, Why, won't Children believe any thing 
that their Parents teach them when i\\s.^ arc young I 
The mod rational Men that ever liv d have been 
Ui hampered and entangled by the Prejudices of 
tatimj that very few ot them have been able to Hiake 
off any Opinions which rhey took in early, tho' ne- 
ver fo abUtrd and ridiculous. Are not the Turks as 
zealous lur the Akorm?^ as the Cbrifiiam are for the 
Mihley and all this owing purely to a different Edu^ 
cation ? The Remark is too obvious to be dwek 
upon. 

Sce^, It mu{i be confcfi*d, that we are very inclin- 
ahit to hold faft what was firft deliver'd to us. The 
Brains of yoiuig People aie tender, and receive deep 
ItnprelTidnsi which, if they continue, arc not eafily 
effaced again. But pray be pleas*d to inform me what 
your Thoughts arc concerning the Amiquity of tht 
Chrtflian Religion : Do you look upon the firft Men 
that were made by God to have been Cbripam ? 

Deifi. The firft Men Chyifiiam I What a wild 
Kotion is that ? Docs not every body know the true 
Age of Chriftianity ? This is allowed by the great- 
eft Sticklers for it to have been of late Original ; 
rheir own Account of it reaches no higher than 
Tiberius the Rman Emperor. 

Seep, Very well: And do you agree in that Point 
with the Chriftians, that their Religion was then 
fivit publifb'd to thaWSorld ?: 

I 
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Deifi. Yes j why not ? < 

Seep, And do you Lky ihc £t:ft Scene of it where 
they do, at ^erufdem ? 

Deifi. Ic could come ftom IK) Other Place j that's 
pUin trom the whole Model of the Invention. 

Seep, Do you allow alfo that it got footing im* 
mediately, ^nd p rq^il'd among the Jews at Jeru" 
faknty and other Towns of that Country j and that 
a^xcwatds it fpread from thence to Romet Atbsvs^ 
:(ftd divers other Parts of ths World ? And do you 
think that the Propagation of the Gofpel was fo 
early and fo wide as is commonly related ? 

Diifi* There'^ no Untikelihood in all this ; fbf 
Superftitm is very infedious ; and the Minds of 
Men are flrangdy difpofed to receive the Tainr. 
1 Seep, But pray Sir, were not all thofc that firH 
embraced Chriftianity deeply engaged in another 
fore of Retigion OT Snperfiimn before ? Were not 
the Jtm brid up in a profound Veneration of 
iWb/e; ? Were they not very tenacious of the Sra- 
tures and Ordinances in joined by him, and prefs'd 
upon them by their Fathers with flrict Injumftions 
of Care ? Were not the Romans Hkewifej and Atht- 
m'miSj and all the other People that turned Chri- 
ilians, extremely prejudiced by the Guides and Ii> 
ftcuftors of their Youth, in favour of the fcverai 
Gods and Cuftoms of their difterent Countries ? 
And how then could Chriftianity owe its Succefj 
CO Education > 

D«V?. How now old Socrates! Is this your ways 
to enffiarc a Man with a train of captious round- 
abont Qucftions ? I (hall take care how I anfwer 
fo many again, without knowing the drift of them. 
The Infltience of Education is certainly very great, 
tho* I don'c think ic fo great neither, but the De- 
fire of Niivelty will fome times overbear it ; and this 
I take to be the prcfent Cafe, Chriftianity was a 
very new, and a very furpriling Dodttine, and was 

lilherU 
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uflici'd in with wonderful high Pretences ; and this 
made the World run a madding after ic. 

Seep, Well then i fince you are driven from your 
former Poft, let's examine the Screngtfi of this. 
Noveky indeed has tirangc Charms in iCj and new 
Opinions will fome times get the better of old ones, 
though never fo well riveted ; efpecially if they fall 
in beccer with the prevailing Iticlinations of out 
Nature » if they footh our Paffions, and let loofc 
our Delires ; or if they are obtruded upon us by 
Forcc) and are backed with a formidable attend- 
ance of CvQlfes, and Gibbets^ and Faggots. If the 
GariCon be bribed within the Wall 5, or the Canon 
play furioudy upon them from without, 'tis no 
great Wonder to have them furrcnder the Towoi 
tho' they lov'd the Place never fo well, or had been 
all bred and born there. 

Deiji. I fee what you are aiming at. Becaufc 
the Doctrines of Chriflianity are not very palatable 
in themfelves, nor were ramm'd down People's 
Throats, t hi: re fore you can't imagiuc how lb ma- 
ny Peifons fhould be pcvfuaded to f wallow them 
of their own Accord, unkfs they had good Reafon 
to believe, that there was a more than ordinary 
Virtue in tlicm. And this, I confeis, has pr.zzled 
me the mofl; of any thing; becaiife I find no man- 
ner of Inclination in myfelf to like what is there 
prefcribed : But there arc fome Men of fuch an un- 
accountable Make, that rhcy will belie\*e any thing 
that's new, tho' never fo abfurd and incoiififletit : 
And when they are heated into a flrong B;;lief of 
their Opinions, they'll fufterany thing iii'th;^ World 
rather than part with rhcra. Some Inftar.ces of 
this kind we meet with in every Age and every 
Counrry ; but I nmll needs own that the Humour 
never was fo general as it was at that ume when 
Chriftianicy firft appcar'd 

Seep, 
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^ :^ef, What (houl^ be the Reafon of fuch an un- 
uiual turn pf Spirit in the Men of tha; Kgt > 

Deifl. It' was fomc critical Juntiure, feme peculiar 
Difpojitim of the Heavens, or lome fuch kind of Uat* 
verjal Caufi, as breeds Plagues, raife? Wairs, or the 
like, that difpos'd Men at that time to fall I'tito fuch 
a ftrange, improper, troublcfome I)cTufjoii. 

Seep. It may be fo j we do not fully ii'iii.derfland 
all the turnings and windings of Nature : Perhaps 
fome extraordinary Agitation of the Amma Munds 
might occafion a general Difturbance in Men's 
Brains, after the fame manner that Wind in the 
Body of the Earth makes a general Earthquake* 
And therefore I am not fo apt to \vorider at any 
flrange Opinions or Doftrines that prevail in the 
World : Efpeqially", confidering how uncertain and 
capricious a thing Reafon is. But that which {licks 
mod with me is, how fuch and fuch Fads came to 
be fo generally believed : How 'the Senfe« of Man- 
kind (hould be fo grofly deceived, iri Matters with- 
in their proper Cognizance. In Points of Specula- 
tion indeed a Man may bring himfelf to believe 
what he will, or he may have Art enough to per- 
fuade another to believe what he has a Mind he 
fliould : But *tis in no man*s power to pcrfuade him- 
felf that he faw what he did not fee i nor to make 
others believe that they faw and heard what they 
never (aw nor heard : If you have never fuch a 
Power over the Spirit of another, when you come 
to tell him that fuch a thing was done in his fight 
which was not done at all, he will immediately 
leave you, withdraw his Homage, and truft his 
own Senfes before the moil: admir*d Doftor in the 
World. 

Ueiii, It is indeed very hard to impofe upon 
Men's Senfes in plain Cafes, which they have been 
much ufed to. But Imagination is fo near a-kin to 
Senfe, that fometimes when that is flrongly heated 

C , by 
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by fomc powetful Dehiffoh, the Deceit may "(jafs 
into the Senfes, and a Man may be biougbl to thint 
\ieSees what he only imagmes. 

Seep, This will never help you in the prefentcaife, 
liad the '/irfi thriftinns been all as faticiful Men a"s 
you are willing to reprefimt tliem : And, to prove 
that it will not, give me leave to tell you a Story 
that happen'd not long ago. 

There was in my Remembrance a Country Par- 
Ton, who was as good a Scholar as any of rheCAri- 
fiian AfofileJn not excepting Paulhimktf; and if he 
was not altogether fuch a Saint, yet he was a very 
lioneft good Man ; all his Neighbours gave him that 
Chara^er, and thofe, that underAood preaching, 
faid, he did ft very well j but For all this the poot 
Man in his latter Days was a little craz'd, and no- 
thing would ferv€ his turn but he muft fet op a 
new Sed, or rather adt over part of the Chrifiian 
Scene again : Several ftratige Notions he had, and 
abundance of Difciples, who believed fo throughly 
every thing he told them, that, by his Diredlion, 
they left their feveral Trades and Occupations, and - 
brought all their Goods together to one Place, and 
liv*d in common ; and fo they intended to do 'till 
the end of all things, which, upon his Word, they 
were fully perfuaded was near at hand : And in- 
deed there is nothing in Nature to be conceived fo 
abfurd, which they would not have believed when 
he aflured them of ir. Now it happen*d, that when 
they were all together, in full expedation of fome 
ftrangc Revolution, the Parfon fell fick ; and finding 
himfelf like to die, he call*d his People to him, and 
bid them not be difcouraged at his leaving them ; 
for wichin three Days he would rife again ; which 
(hey as firmly believed as they did any of his other 
Doftrines; and accordingly they attended there- 
abouts to fee the Event, taking their turns to watch 
Day and Night, that they might be ready to meet 
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ivim, ^^ Their Imaginations lyerc worked Hp to a$ 
bi^h"a ^itch as ^cwas poSIble ; bm ail would not 
do. Ha never rofe again (as yoii may in^agtne) an4 
they were not able to bring themfelves to fanfy^ that 
they faw and conversed with him ; and fo they df 
parted home not a little cofi founded* at^d betook 
thcmftlyes to their foriner way of living i and the 
Sed hath never been heard of fince. 
, DtiTf, This was a mad Fetiow indeed. 
' Stef. Ayj. you may be fpre of it, or «lCe he had 
never pretended to' fuch wonderful Fa^ls without 
being able to perform theriv And from Mnce it i$ 
cafy to conclndci that the Authors of all other 
Seds, tho' never fo wildj, liave iK)t been fo mad a? 
they are commonly thought to be \ becaufe they 
have placed all their Religion in Words and Noti- 
ons that would bear turning, and twifling^ and co^ 
louting J fo that every Man being at liberty to fhap* 
tbem to his awn Underj^anding} 'tis difficult t4 
TOot them one : Or^ if they have pretended to any 
extraordinary Fads, thefc have been only fem^ 
WiiifperSy and Vokes^ ^nd Appenranc.es ^ which no 
body having heard or ftcn but themfelves, thq^ 
could not be difcovered to be falfe by othets. " 

Detfi, So far I grant the fivft PubliCiers of th^ 
Chrifiian Religioa have takcp a qnite different Me- 
thod from other ^ro^chers of new Dodrine ; that; 
^hey have pretended to prove it by abundance of 
uncommon Fafts : But hoyi^ is it podJble that fuch 
a ftrangc Story, as that which is told about CbriJ^ 
and his Apoftlcs, ihould be true ? Docs jr not ap-r 
pear at firfl fight to be all Invention > It is indeed a 
Wonder how any fenfiblc Men came to believe it 
formerly : But would it not be a greater Woi*ider, 
if Men Qiould continue to believe it to the end of 
the World ? 

Sctp, If you have no better ground for denying 
it than this, you might as well profefs yourfelf a 

C 2 Scfptkk 
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$ceptick flill : ' For do not the Chriflians ^rgue joft 
thus, that they wonder how any Man can rejcd 
what has fo many Charaders of Truth to recom- 
mend it ? Were not, fay they, the FaBs of fuch 
kinds, and done in fuch a manner as ipould not be 
counterfeited ? Were not the Pctfons that did them 
fiich plain, hone ft, fiticere Men, as could not de- 
ceive ? And are not the Accounts which are given 
of thefe things dtUvered in fuch a fimple unaffected 
Stile, ;ls t^kcs off all Sufpicion of Forgery ? with 
many die like fpecious Rcafonings, Such Arguments 

thefe ratisfy every Man juft as he was affefted 
and difpofed to believe before. But if you would 
pretend i6 cftablifla yoiir Point, fo as to convince 
Men that think Jiftcrcntly from you, you mufl pro- 
duce fome real TciUmonies and Proofs from Anti- 
tiquiry, that this Scene was all laid upon a falfe 
Foundation : For the Chriilians arc certainly in 
t'offeflion J they iiave fcf f^p/di their Title, and cal- 
Jcii aJI the old Men that''ii:c extant iii Books, both 
Friends and Enemies, to witnefs for them : Pray 
jet's hear -then" what lou havc to ailedge tp invalid- 
ate the Evidence they have brought, 

^i'//?. The vvhole Story gonfills of fuch^ irt^ pro- 
bable Accounts, that it daftly confutes ufclf. 

Sctfp. I'll hear you as to this Pica by an4 by ; but 
at prcfent 1 defire to know what Wicncfl'cs yqu wlJl 
call to prove the Forgery. There were a great 
many yews, ^nd a great many Heathens that tejciS- 
cd this Rtligion at fiift furely they had fome Rea- 
fon to give, why they did fo ; efpecially the Rit- 
Urs and Phikf'peytj and tlie W/fe Afen among them. 
B&Qdes,^ thcie were many of thofc that embracM 
this Religion at firft, who revolted afterwards j and 
tHefe, ' met h inks, Oiould tell Tales, if there had 
been any tbul Play. Can you prp4uce any of them 
for Evidence in your Caufe ? 
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'"^ei/?. Ther& were, no doubt, fuch Authors ^% 
gave a crue Account of this JmpoAure, and the 
whole Management of it ; but they arc all loft. 

Seep. All loft 1 Not a Fragment of them left ! 
There are abundance of aiitienc Books dill rem a in- 
^*Dg : Is there no mention in any of them of chcfe 
other Books that you fay arc loft ? nor any Ac- 
count given how they came to be loft ? 

Dtiti, There are Names of fcveral Books, titat 
are, now miffing, prcferv'ti, which, by their Tides 
atjd the Names ot their Authors, wc guefs, were 
written upon this Subjed i but the Number and the 
i*ower of the Chriftians increafing, to be fure they 
took care to fuppr^fs ail thcfe Books that made 
^girnft them, . 

Seep. 'Tis hard to imagine why they ifbould be 
fo fatid of an nnprofitable Scheme of Fallhood, as 
to deftroy all the means of being undecciv'd. But 
mechinks when the Beikvers and Unhlievm were 
every whtre mix'd together, there muft have been 
great claftiing between them, and confequentJy 
Books written for and again ft either Side. Are nons 
of thcfe Con trove rfial Writings preferv'd ? They 
would afford us fome Light if they were, 

DeiH, Yes, there are fome Apologies bf Chriftians 
to Heatiicn Emperors and Govcrnours of Provinces, 
in Anfwcr to many things charged upon them and 
their Religion r There's a Treat ife of 0, igm ag^^inft 
Celfus : There are fome Remains of Himckt and 
Porphyrjf ; and the Woiks of Luchm and Julinn, &c. 
are ft ill extant; all which were proH;llcd Enemies 
to the Chriftians : But thefe are fuch as the Cliri- 
ftians were picafcd to give us ; and you muft needs 
think that they would order the matter fo, that 
nothing fliould be left in them to do them any 
hurt. 

Seep. What, is there no mention in any of thefe 
4auefit fiooksj wncteu foe and againft the Chriftian 
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Religion, that the FaBi alkdge4 by the ChriUians 
were Falfc ? 

Dei{i. NO} not as we now have them. 

Seep, What fort of Objcdioiis then da the AJ- 
verfaries of Chriftianity make t;o ir, jf they aUow 
the Fa^s upon which it is built ? 

Deift, Why, they fay, fomc of chcai, that Osrifi 
and his Apoftles did their Wonders by the Help o^ 
I he Divil : And others of them pretend > th^ as 
great things had been done by Men of ditferqU 
Religions (particularly by Vefpajiany Apolknius. Xj^Hc 
nausy &c.} as ever Cbrifi and his Apoftles didl^^ 

Seep. And the ChrilUans quote tr^fe ObjeiSIoQ? 
fairly, do they ? . \ . \ 

Deifi, Yes, and are very full in their Anfwcrs to 
them. 

Sap. And if any Body had urg'd, that the Fa^ 
upon which they built their Religion were falfc> wh)f 
jQjould nor they have mentioned thefe Obje^ions too^ 
a$ well as they did the other ? 

DeiR, Becaufe they thought the former would 
not hurt their Caufe, and the latter would. They 
knew very well where the Pinch of the Difpute lay, 
and fo they took care to ward oif that Blow. 

Seep. Then it mufl be fuppofed* that none of 
thefe fiift Chriftians, at leaft none of the Writers, 
did really believe their Religion to be true» bnt only 
profefs'd to believe what they knew in their Hearts 
to be a Cheat ? 

DeiB, Why fo ? 

Sap, The Rcafon is plain i becaufe Pcrfons, that 
are throughly pcrfuaded of a thing, arc never afraid 
of what can be faid againft it ; cfpeciatly fuch a$ 
are engaged in Con trover fy j it being commonly and 
juftly obfetv'd, that An fwercrs always mufter upa$ 
many Objedions, and make them all as formidable 

they can ; either to magnify the gooduefy of t;^eir 
Caufcj or the Arengtb of their own Re^fon. 

DetfT. 
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^DeiB. '%y; but this was fo tender a Point, that 
none of them duHV touch upon it. 

iir^. O Sir, you arc not acquainted with the 
ticmoft Extent of learned Vanity, Was there no 
fuch thing as a Crituk living in the World before 
t:very Scrap and Fragment of thofe Writings you 
talk of was loft > If there had, I am furc he would 
have done his beft to find it out, to reftore the Text, 
and to pur large Comtnents upon ir, whatever mtf> 
chief had happcn'd toReHgion by it. But icfcems 
you have no Witiicflcs to produce of any kind. Let 
m proceed then upon another foot, and kt us hear 
what you have tof fay to the Story's confuting itfclf : 
For there I perceive you thinlt yourfelt" ftrongcft in 
your Proof. 

DHR. This is fo plain a Cafe, that, if any one 
will but lay by the Prejudices of Education, and 
iTu partially read over the Chriftian Story, he imift 
needs judge ir impoffible to be true- 

Seep, That's fairly and luftily aiferted ; and if it 
were but half fo well proved, it would fupply the 
want of any other Evidence, and convince the moH 
zestlous ChriHian breathing. But I, being none of 
thofc that require fuch llrong Applications to my 
Undeiftanding, (ha]l not cxpeft fo much as this 
from you : I won't put you to the trouble of ihew- 
ing the Story to be impofTible, or fo much as im- 
probable ; if i were but fatisfied of the bare Po/Jt- 
bility of ICS being falfe, I fhould bz ready enough 
to allow it be fo, 

DeiB. That's the eafieft thing in the World to 
prove. 

Seep. I am glad of it with all my Heart. But 
when you go about to fatisfy me in this Point, 
you mud remember my Infirmity, that I am no 
Friend to bare Reafoning and Dedudion: I iau(i 
have the Matter brought down to my Senfes, or I 
fhall never apprehend it, 

Dt4. 
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Detft. How can that be ? You muft cpnfidcr the 
Charadcrsof Truth j compare the Degrees of pror 
bability, and know what is Poffible and Impoffible ; 
and then fumming up the whole Proof to yourfelf, 
you muft judge of the Validity of it. 

Seep. This Method will never do with me, unlds 
you apply to my Senfes all the while by apt Imz- 
ges and Refemblances ; and therefore Til tell you 
how you (hall proceed with me. 

Deifi, How, I pray? 

Seep. Why, we will fuppofc. the whole Chyifiiau 
Scene to be tranfaded in our timfij^; and if upon the 
whole reprcfen cation I judge we» V»ight be impofed 
upon BOW, in the fame manner that you fay the Jirfi 
Chrif ians were, I will conclude, that they were real- 
ly fo deceived, without an^ pofitive Evidence of the 
Thing ; and I think that s fair enough. 

Deift. Very fair : I don't doubt, but by fuch a 
repreftntation as this you will fee how the thing 
was carry 'd on formerly. 

Seep. To begin then: You muft get me a Man 
of mean Parentage here in Englandy who muft pre- 
tend to come down from Heaven ; to be fcnt by 
God to teach us a new Religion ; and to work abun- 
dance of Miracles, in order to make it believ'd : 
for which Pretences being put to Death, he muft 
afterwards take upon him to rife again ; to be fecn 
by many of thofe who had profefted themfelves 
his Difciples while he lived i to converfe freely 
wi:h them for Forty Days ; and then to afcend up 
into Heaven in their Sight. Befides this Man, you 
muft procure twelve more, who fliall pretend to be- 
lieve every thing that he faid ajid did ; and to work 
the like Miracles, by I'irtue of a Commiffion from 
hinh for the Proof and Confirmation of the fame 
Doctrine: And about the fame time there muftarifc 
Seventy more; and after them abundance, without 
"Number, v/hb (hall } rccend to the fame Commif- 
fion, 
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fion, and to the fame Works. All which Pretences 
fhall have that Credit and Influence as to difpofe 
the generality of the People in this Kingdom, and 
all the Countries of Europe, to embrace this nev7 
Religion : And an Account being given of the Pub- 
lication and Progrefs of this Religion, in fuch a man* 
ncr as is before-mention'd, by fome of the firft Pub- 
lifhers, the Books, which contain this Account, (hall 
be received not only as True and Authentick, buc 
as written by the immediate alHftance and diredionj 
of God. If you can perfuade me that 'tis pofllblor 
to order Matters fo, that in an hundred Years time 
all this may be brought about, and can give me 
fuch a Specimen of the Deiign in the compafs of 
three Years, as the Chriftiam affirm was wrought by 
Chrifi in the fame time, then will I freely allow all 
that Religion to be Falfe, wichout any farther Ex- 
amination. 

Deifi. This is a Idng tedious bufinefs to repre- 
fenc, in all the number and variety of Circumdances 
necelfary to compleat the Parallel. 

Seep. Be it never fa long, every Circutnftance muft 
come in to determine the Truth or Falfhood of the 
whole. But to fpare your pains, and to (hew you 
how willing I am to be fatisfy'd, I*ll cue you out 
(hotter Work, and you (hall only reprefent to me 
the twelve Apofiles{p:G3iding z new Religion through 
the World, fuch as the Chriftian is. And who (hall 
we have to ad this Part ? 

DeiFl. 'Tis eafy to find twelve Men thai; may 
impofe upon the World in the fame manner as they 
did. 

Seep. What fort of Men (hall they be ? Do you 
think you could pick up a Dozen Fifhermen that 
had Sagacity enough to propagate fuch a Story as 
that of Christ if it were invented (br them, and 
they were well inftrufted in it ? 

D Diij\ 
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DeiR. If they pretended to be BJbermeh, or Men 
of any other mean Occupations, it were enough ; 
for who knows whether the Apoftles were fuch or 
no ? We have only their own Words for it. 

Seep. What think you then, if they were Jefuits 
all ? They are the Cunning*ft Fellows that I know 
in the World ; and 'tis ufual with them to difguife 
themfelves by following mean Trades. 

Deifi. They would do it to a Hair, if they wer^ 
but at liberty to fet up a new Religion ; but they 
are under fuch fubjcdion to x\\^ Romijb See 

Seep. 'Tis no matter for thar. Why, the Apoftles 
were all zealous ^evJSy and were bred up to have 
as good an Opinion of Mofes, as the Jefuiu have of 
tiie Pope. 

Dei[i. That's very true: And to be fure there arc 
Jefuits to be found> that for a good Caufe, and to 
fet themfelves up above the Pope, might be prevailed 
upon to break trom him. 

Seep. But you muft take care that thefe Jefuits be 
all right honeft Men, plain, fimple, and fincere j we 
muft have no tricking, nor equivocating, nor 

D«/?. What need they be all Jefuits ? May not 
fome of them be BenediBines, or Men of other Or- 
ders ? . 

Seep. O, by all means j pick and cull your Men 
where you pleafc, only remember that they muft keep 
to the Charader they take upon them. 

Deifi. But now I think on*r, they may be Jefuits 
after all ; for what occafion is there for their being 
Honeft and Sincere ? That's contrary to the Sup- 
pofition we are upon : If they appear to be fo 'tis 
fufficienr. 

Seep. 'Tis enough, if they can but carry it off 
handfomly without any difcoveryj but they muft 
never be caught without their Mask on ; all their 
Senfes and Pailions muft be ftill and quiec^ fo asr 
never to throw off the Difguife of Virtue. 

Deifl, 
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Dei{i. This is bard Fare indeed j but we mufl in- 
fufe a great deal of the Tindure of Vain-glory in- 
to them, and keep up their Spirits with the love- 
reign PJeafurc of being Authors of a new Se6t. 

Seep. Then you muft give them all ftrift Inftru- 
ftions never to difcover who fet them on work, what- 
ever they are promised or threatened. 
DeiR. Til engage for their Secrecy. 
Seep. But how will they do to work Miracles ? 
Deif}, O, never fear them for that j they are the 
bed ArtiAs in the World in impoling upon Man- 
kind in fuch Matters ; the Miracles done by Men of 
their Stamp do already Hll whole Volumes. 

Seep. But they muft do otherguefs Miracles, now, 
than any that are recorded in their Legends. The 
fweating and bleeding of Images, and fuch like 
Tricks^ won't pafs upon us for Miracles ; Pailfulls 
of Virgins Milk, and Cart-loads of CrolTcs will (ig- 
nify nothing. They muft upon the fpot multiply 
a few Loaves, and feed five Thoufand People with 
them : They muft cure all manner of Difeafes ; raife 
the Dead,* and fpeak all Languages, IVelch not ex- 
cepted. Then they muft not pretend to do fuch 
things in their own Churches and Cloyfters, and 
particular Places contrived for Dectu, but they muft 
come out inpo the publick Market-places, and open 
Fields, and do all their Signs and Wonders in the 
prefence of Multitudes. 

Deifi. They have Patterns of great Cures, and 
other Miracles of the like kind, upon Record al- 
ready ; and thofe done publickly too in the midft 
of great Cities, and before numbers of Witnefles. 

Seep. But in what part of the World were they 
done } In Spain and Italy ; in bigotted Countries ; 
and before People that believed already every thing 
that thefe Miracles could induce them to believe. 
Your Apoftles muft come over into England and 
JioUoftd with their Miracles ; they muft manifeft 

D 2 their 
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their Power in Lofjdon and Amfterdam^ by feeding 
and curing living Hereticks, and raifing dead ones; 
and by making the moft (lubborn Proteftants quit 
their former Faith, to embrace the new Doflrine 
propofed to them. 

Deifl. But you have fuch bloody Laws here in 
England^ that it will not be fafc for Jefuits to ven- 
ture themfelves among you upon fuch a Defign, let 
them be never fo well qualified ro execute it. 

Seep. That's very true j but they muft prepare for 
Oppofition and ill Treatment wherever they come. 
Scourging, Bonds, and Imprifonmcnt will be the 
only Rewards they are to expcft for all their Pains: 
And they muft all at laft be Mnrtyrs one way or 
other J by Hanging, Stoning, Sawing afunder, or 
the like j not one of them muft die a Natural 
Death. 

Detfi. This is harder and harder : What get no- 
thing all their Lives, and die mifcrably at laft for 
the maintenance of a Lie ! But great is the Power 
of Fame, and fweet is the Fore-taltc of Glory after 
Death I I don*c know but this may do. Are there 
not (think you) twelve Curtius's or Codrus*s to be 
found in the World ? 

Seep. Ay, but Twelve won't do your Bufincfs, if 
there were fo many mad Heroes to be met with all 
at one time. 

DeiR. Why, did you not fay that Twelve would 
fio> 

Seep. Yes at firft j but thefe Twelve muft manage 
it fo, that a great many more fhall tread in their 
Steps afterwards, run thro' the fame Scenes of Life, 
live as poorly, and die as miferably as they did ; 
and all for the Confirmation of what every one of 
them muft needs know to be falfe. Then there muft 
arife up Thoufands and Thoufands, who (hall re- 
rally believe every thing, fo atrefted, to be true ; 
fnd for three hundred Years together thctc fhall 
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be Martyrs and Confejfors in abundance, and No- 
body get any thing all this while by their new l<.e- 
ligion. 

Deifi. But their Succelfors lhall make amends for 
all their Poverty and SuflFerings. 

Seep. That may be, ii the Defign can be fpun 
out to fuch a Length. But do you think it a pof- 
fible thing to contrive fuch a Race of Men, as flia:l 
venture upon fuch a vaft ridiculous Projed as this, 
and be fo long a carrying it on, for the Benefit of 
a company of cheating luxurious Varlets that may 
happen to come after them. 

£>«■/?. I find this is a long troublefome Bufinefs 
to prove to another, tho' it feems very plain to mc. 
For my part, I muft confefs, I never entered fo 
nicely into the detail of the Matter the whole ac- 
count has an Air of Impofture in it ; and I truft to 
my own Sagacity that I am in the right : For I 
judge of Religions as I do of Meats ; that which 
is not agreeable to my Guft I conclude to be falfe, 
without examining any farther into it. 

Seep. 'Tis very well that I have brought you to 
this Confeffion : I have fome hopes now of your re- 
turning to Scepticifm again ; for if you are weary 
of defending your new Ground already, when fo 
fmall a part of the Force that might be brought a- 
gainft you is come up, you muft needs find it much 
eafier to maintain yourfelf in your old Poft. 

DeiR. I had never left it if it had been tenable t 
But when a Man is prcfs'd, and pufli*d hard on 
every fide, what muft he do ? When a Matter is 
prov'd fairly to me in the ufual Method of Rea- 
foning, would you have me fay to the Perfon that 
argues with me ,* Well, Sir, nocwithftanding all the 
plaufiblc Reafons you have urged, it may be you 
may be in the wrong ftill ; this is no ftri(5t Demon- 
ftration ; things that had an appearance of Truth, 
iand Probability of their fide at firft, have after- 
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wards proved to be falfe, &c. Why I am hooted at 
and defpis^d when I talk thus ; and whoever dif- 
putes with me concludes that he has carried his 
Point. 

Seep. Well, but fot all that, if I may advife you, 
never be pofitive ; never pretend to Schemes and 
Hypothefes ; never go about to prove that the 
Chrifiian Religion is falfe ; for ^is ten to one but 
you are bafHed in this Attempt by Men that have 
ftudied the Sabjed more than you, and have got 
greater Skill in managing what they call their Rea- 
ion, or the Art of talking upon any thing ; and 
then, if you (hould be foiled, you have no Retreat 
left, but to turn Chriftian. 

JDeifi. How Sir ! not defend my own Opinions, 
nor prove thofe that I have rejefted to be falfe ! 
This is no way agreeable to the Dilates of right 
Reafon. 

Seep. Fine Words ! But I fay ftill, be not pofi- 
tive J fix no Opinions j ered no Schemes ; take 
warning by your Predeceffors, Infidels of eminent 
Name and celebrated Memory. What's become of 
Eptcurus*s famous Syfiem of Atoms ? All out of Doors 
and dcfpifed. Pomponntius's Peripatetiek Stuff No- 
body can bear reading: Spinoz.a No-body can un- 
dcrftand j and my Friend Hobbs, whom I once ad- 
mir'd, has been fo maul'd by that Toad Eachard^ 
that I protell I defpife him, and take him to be a 
foiemn empty Trifler. And if Alphonfus was (as 
they fay) difpofed to turn Atheift by confidering 
the Absurdities of the Ptolemaick Syftenty how fillily 
muft he have look'd now, when Sir Ifaac Neiutons 
Hypothefis has cleared up all his Difficulties. Nay, 
what a ridiculous Figure would all the antient Athe- 
ijis and Deifls make, were they now alive, when 
they faw all the Notions and Principles they for- 
merly depended on, utterly confounded ? 
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Deiff. Thefe were Men of great Name indeed ; 
but new Improvements in Philorophy fiiice their 
time have provM them miftaken in what they ad- 
vanc'd for our Caufe, tho* the Ground-work of all 
their Reafoning was true. But we have had other 
Writers of late, who have carried the Point far- 
ther than they did, and whofe Principles are better 
fupported. I don't doubt but you have read fome 
of our modern Books, where matters are hand led 
freely. 

t have indeed : But, to give you my Judg- 
ment as freely, they arc written with more Impu- 
dence and lefs Senfe than the Books of any dog- 
matical Infidels of old. 

Deifl. I am furpriz*d to hear fuch a Charader of 
them from you. 

Seep. What would you have me believe that there's 
no Devil, merely upon Iri/h Evidence ? Would you 
have the Ladies take all their Natural Religion from 
an Italian Pedagogue ? Is it reafonable, do you think, 
that your admired Mathematicians (liould quit all 
their Demonftrations, and believe a FeUow upon 
his Word, that every Particle of Matter is always 
adually and neceflfarily in Motion ; and that, by 
virtue of new GlafTes he has got, he can look into 
a Mill-ftonc, and fee all the Particles of it in con- 
ftant Agitation, as plainly as you may fee the Blood 
move in a Filh's Tail > Would you have me eftcem 
a Man that I know blafphemes for Bread ? Or 
lhall a Blockhead, whom No-body truds in his 
own ProfeflGon, command my Faith, when he new 
models the World, and invents new Schemes of Go- 
vernment ? ^ 

Deift. One would think you were fome bigotted 
Cifrijlian by your Zeal : For without an inveteiatc 
prejudice No-body could fpeak fo conreraptuoufly 
of Men that have alferted the Liberty of Mankind, 
and endeavoured to deliver them from the heavy 
Yoke of Superfticion. Seep, 
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Scip. Why, do you take all thefe free Writers, as 
you call them, to be Deifts f 

Deiff. Take them to be fo; I know it : I have 
talk'd with them all ; we have conversed intimate- 
ly together, and they have unbofom'd their Souls 
to me. 

Seep. I could not Hnd that out by their Writings. 
Epicurus indeed, and Lucretius, and all of that Sed;, 
were profeil Deijis; and to a higher degree than 
you pretend to j for they believed but juft enough 
of a God not to bear the name of Atheifi. But as 
to fuch Deifisi who believe in the fame God that 
the Chriilians do, and yet deny thofe Revelations 
of himfelf which they fay he has made, I know no 
Writers that come up to this Charader. 

Deifi. Noi What think you of Hihbesy Spim%,a, 

Bkunty 1 , T and many others now living, 

who fhall be namelefs, for a reafon I know? 

Seep. Thefe are all profeR Cbriftians. 

Deifl. How come you to think ib ? 

Seep. Becaufe they plainly dcclaic fo in their Wri- 
tings, as I can eafily prove to you irom abundance 
of Paflages. 

Deiii. Pugh, that's nothing; they were obliged 
to fuch Pretences, becaufe they liv d under Chri- 
flian Magiftrates: This was done tofave their Ba-* 
con ; every Body underllands their Meaning. 

Seep. Don't they mean whas they fay then, in fuch 
full and cxprefs Words ? Then they impofe upon 
Mankind ; they are Tricktlers and Cheats, and are 
not to be beheved in any thing c!fe they fay : And 
I had thought, that if a Deifi, who took upon him 
to undeceive the People, had any Principle at all, 
it was that of 7ruth and Sincerity. 

Deifl. They muft have a regard to the fafcty oi 
their Machine; for you know, wiien that's diflblvM, 
the Play is at an end. 



J Seep: 
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Scef. It fecms they are Atheifts at laft* and haVi 
no Religion at all t They believe nothing of a fu-i 
ture State. 

Deifi. Yes, yes, we do believe foihethitig of 4 fu-» 
ture State. But WU talk of that another time. 

Sc^. Come, come, away with all your Principle^ 
and Schemes, and mind none of your PrieAs that 
iet up for Preachers of Natural Religion i for theif 
Boftrine$ are as falfe and incondfient as thofe of 
Popery. 

Deifl, 'Tis true, indeed, our Guides are in th(( 
wrong coo fometimes> as well a$ others ; but with- 
out fome new Hypochefis of our own, how (hall wi 
do CO anfwer the Proofs that are brought every day 
from the Chrifiian Religion ? 

Seep;. How (hall ye anfwer theiiil why, not at allf 
Talk to thofe that urge you with them of the nar-^ 
rownefs of human Faculties ; the obfeurity of it^i-i 
ture; the uncertainty of Tradition ; the itrongfn-« 
clinations of Men to Superfticion, and the like. 

Deifi. This, they fay, is beating the Air, lyin^hid 
in generals, &c. and is to be deemed^ in Di/pute, 
as a giving up of the Caufe. 

Seep, Make Objedions to fome of the Chriilian 
Dodrines : Look out for Diiliculties in Seripturei 
and bid them explain them. 

Dei/l. I have ufed this way, but it won't do : Voi 
my Adverfaries, being better verfcd in the Notions 
and JLangnage of their Religion than I am, and be- 
ing furniflied by their Teachers with fome fort of 
Aofwer or other to every thing that is objedcd, I 
have not always Skill enough to know when they 
talk to the purpofe, and when not. 
. Scfp. Can t you fay, that all the Books of Scripture 
were written at one time, by fome body or other i and 
being publi(h*d fometirae or other, a parcel ofciwning 
Fellows in Power got them believ*d, upon a pretence 
that they were found in fome extraordinary manner. 
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Deijl. This will never do neither: For whatever 
time you fix for the writing and publication of the 
Scriptures, whoever believes thefe Books to be true, 
muft confequcntly own, that there were abundance 
of Chriftians in the World, who believed all that'^ 
written in them before they were publiflied. There 
are fo many fcurvy Dares of time. Names of Per- 
fons, and other remarkable Circumftancescoatain'd 
in thefe Writings, that 'tis impcflible to fix the Rife 
of Chriftianicy at any other time than what is cora- 
konly affign*d for it. 

Seep. Infift upon the difficulty of knoviring what is 
to be reckoned true Scripture, and what not; and 
of diftinguifhing hciwcQn falje G /pels and /r«f ones, 
falfe Epi files and true. 

Deih. That will ftand us in" little {lead ; becaufe 
all the antient Writings, which are faid to be forged, 
as well as all the other which are taken for genuine, 
do own the whole Chriftian Scheme, and all the 
wonderful Fafts recorded in Scripture; and the Au- 
thors of thefe Forgeries, bearing Teflimony to the 
Truth of the prefent Scriptures, the Chriftians bring 
this as an Argument againft us. 

Seep. Urge the Corruption of the Texty which is 
called Authentick. 

DeiR. To that they readily anfwer, that take what 
Reading you pleafe, the Foundations of Chrifliani- 
ty ftand good ftill, and nothing material is endan- 
ger'd by the Changes that have happened in trah- 
fcribing the Originals. 

Seep. Talk againft Infpiration ; and ask them if 
Paul was direfted by the Spirit to fend for his Cloak 
and Parchments. 

DeifJ. What will this fignify ? If I (hould prove 
that all the Words of Scripture were not diftatcd by 
the Sp.'ritf yet if fome were ; or fuppoling none of 
them were, yet if thefe B- oks iiavc the fame Cha- 

irafttrs 
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raders -of Truth belpnging to them that any other 
antient Books have, what (hall we get by that ? 
' Scef. Run them down upon the Subject of Myffe^ 
ties. . .. ' 

Deifi. That, my own Principles won't fuffer me 
to do: Foe I can't acknowledge a God without 
Qwoing a.t the fame time, that neither his Nature 
nor. Jbis Ways are to be fully comprehended. I have 
battel'd them upon their Trinity o£ Gods ; but the 
raoft fenfiible Men among them rejed all Accounts or 
Interpretations that look that way, and openly pro- 
fcfs to believe nothing of Sqipture'in fuch a Senfe as 
implies a Contradifti'ol) to common Reafon. So when 
I haiie urged the Barbarity of that Dpdrine of damn- 
ing poor innocent Children for the fault of their fitft 
Parents, tiiey have told me that they find no fuch 
thing in their Bible. And, in fhort, to all Objedions 
of this kind they fay, that they are not to anfwer' 
for the extravagant Opinions of particular Men ; 
that, 'tis natural for Men to be fond of new No-" 
tions, and to be proud of their own Inventions, (7c. 
But thcy^re furc that the Scriptures are the Word of 
Oodi and that the Hiftory ofxhem i^true, and eve- 
ry one muft read and judge fairly and impartially 
tor himfeif. 

Seep. Well then, if they drive you to that Point 
again, iicver iencer the Lifts with them: For if you 
allow, that. Chriftianity began at the time they fet 
for it ; and grant that fuch flrange things, as are now 
recorded in. Scripture, were then pretended to be 
done in the face of the World j urge the Impoflibi- 
lity of the Fads as much as you will, it will appear 
mucti more improbable that they fhouid ever be be- 
lieved, being Falfe, than that they fhould be really 
True. The more difficult it now fcems to us to 
conceive that they were true, when \ve have no 
iheans left of difproving them, the more difficult ic 
muft be for us to imagine that they fliould have 

E 2 , been 
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|)een believed formerly, if they had been Falfc> at a 
time when every Body was capable of kobwipg 
whether they were True or not. 

Dcifi. What muft I do then ? If we grant the 
Fa&s, we grant all. Allowing the Fh^is tobe ttne, 
the DoBrines arc eftablifti'd on courfc. 

Seep. Why, you mufl banter it off, and ocvo? en- 
ter into a feriousDifpute with them : But when they 
talk to you of Miracles, and Ihfpiration, or the like, 
crvy All Jhami alljhamy Tories for Children; uue fot- 
tife, me Refvery, P'c. And now and then fling in 
an Objeiftion or two, with an Air of Contempt, 
^nd never ftay for an Anfwer. 

Peift, The truth on't is, I have often found, that 
Jefiing did us more fervice than Arguing. But (ince 
wcDeifts profefs to own fomc Principles in common 
with the Chriflians about Natural Religion,, we can-> 
not fo fairly decline anfwering fuch Arguments as 
they draw from them. The method of jefting, and 
putting odd QMcftions, ^t. better becomes a Seep* 
ti(k than a Det/l, 

Seep. 'Tis all in all : Here you may intrench and 
be fate, let never fo many Reafons be difchar^'d at 
you : And whenfoever yoor Enemies are fuptnor to 
you, either in Numbers, Courage, or Military Skjll, 
you immediately retreat to your Lines, and defy 
them. 

Dei/i. *Tis wonderful indeed, to fee what influ- 
ence this fort of Wit hath : There's no doing with- 
out prophanejefts, and ridiculous Allufions to Scrip- 
ture : We fbould have no Plays ; no Raillery j no 
fine Converfation ; nor any thing that's agreeable ct 
diverting without them. 
Seep. No i there's no SubjcS fo Entertaining as 
this ; no fort of Wit that has fo high a 
Tdle of a Relilh : Obfcenity does pretty weW; bur, 
Tu^- as an inpnious Author has lately ob- 
fcrrv'd, it s fo beaten and fo exhaufted a 

Topick, 
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Topick, that it will never do alone ; unlefs the Scene 
be now and then relieved with Prophanencis, it 
goes bat heavily off, 

Deifi. I wonder what they do for Wit in Popiih 
Cbuntries, where Gentlemen are not alio w'd Bibles; 
playing upon their Legends is but infipid ; the cre- 
dit of the Po^fft Saints being now but little better 
than that of the Heathen Gods. 

Seep, There is indeed a great Pleafure in alluding 
to Scripture ; and I have often wonder'd how there 
comes to be fo much Wit in thefe Altullons. When 
a Parfon quotes a Text, it is fo dull methinks; aud 
when an honeft propbane Fellow does it, there ir 
fuch a grateful Poignancy in it. If I were difpofed 
to turn Chrifiian, this would be one great Obfttu- 
dion, that Iftould lofethe beft Fund of ConyerOn- 
tioni have ; and I know a great many pteafantFel*- 
lows of my Acquaintance, that would be quite- 
broke for Wits too, if this fubje^ were taken trom 
them. 

Deifi. But, next to Burkfqutng the Scripture, the 
moft agreeable piece of Raillery is to play oponr 
the Ptiefts, 

Seep, Tis oftentimes better JeAing wpon them, 
than Difputing with them for fome of them are 
Ifarewd Fellows, and read a great deal more than 
mofl: of us Gentlemen do, and we muft have a care 
of going out of our depth with them. 

Dei^. Nay,, that's certain, a Man may catch a 
Tartar fonnettines. I remember once I met with 
a Parfon in a O)(iee-houfe, wbo(e flovenly Habit and 
rough Countenance invited me to droll npon him : 
And after I had bamer'd bim for ibme time abouc 
bis Heaven and his HeO, and the L^tugh went on my 
fide ; he ask'd me very gravely, whether I believed 
in God: And when I told him Yes, he replied; 
** Sir, If there be a God, he is not to be banter'd, 
** not is the tftith of a future Judgment to be de- 

rcided 
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cided by a Laugh : If you will pJeafe to meet me 
" any where alone, we'll difcourfc this Matter to- 
** gether with a ferfoufncrs that becomes the Sub- 
" jcd ; and if you can convince me, that there's no 
" Future State, I'll lay by my Gown, and hang my 
" felf in my Girdle, as being then fully fatisfy'd, 
" that there's nothing in this World worth th^ liv- 
" ing for: But if I prove to you, that there, is a. 

Judgment to comi, you fiiall promife mc to Jive a 
** very fober virtuous Life. 
' Seep. Well ; what, did you meet him ? 

Deift. No, I thank you : If we had been alone, 
we muft have had nothing but dry difputing, and, 
then I had been put out of my Flay : B^fides,, he 
told me we fhouid write down every thing we faid, 
and Tome fenfible ^^W} or 7»irit, (houM judge where, 
the Truth lay between us, and who Jiad the bettet 
of the Argument : And I did not care for beiti^ atl 
Author, left I fhouid have ptejudic'd the Caufe as, 
much as you fay our other Writers have done. 

Seep, So far you was in the right on't : Buti to 
give you my Thoughts upon this Matter more free- 
ly than I have hitherto done ; you would do. be(l 
to keep your Opinions to your felf, and never med- 
dle with the Chriftians at all. For my own part, I 
have always obferv'd a different Cohdud toward 
them than any we have yet talk'd of. 

Deift, How do you manage, pray ? 

Scef» My way is to behave civilly towards all ^e- 
lievers ; and with fome degree of Refped to- the 
Piiefts. If any difpute happens in my Company^ I 
endeavour to keep my Friends in good order 5 1 re- 
prove them for rude Language ; I tell^ them of th^ 
indecency of ridiculing what others profefs ta be 
fincerely perfuaded of : If the Chriftian puts his Ar- 
gument weakly, I help him out, and fet it in a 
ftronger Light: If I am tax'd for Unbelief my felf, 
I appear concern'd that my Chara^et; fhouid be 

roiftaken 
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tniftaken, and complain of my Misfortune, that I 
(houid fuffer in the Opinion of honeft Gentlemen : 
If I am preft home, I own that I have had fome 
Scruples, that there are fome things in the Chriftian 
Religion, as they are commonly explained to us, 
which I cannot fo eafily account for; but perhaps 
it may be - through my want of Apprehenfion, or 
improper method ufed by thofe Authors I have met 
with j that I (hould bei glad to have all my Doubts 
Ycmov'd ; and that I (hould be very ready to heat 
what any worthy Perfdn had to fay. 

Dtifl. How's this ! Didn't you ad vife me to put 
Objedions? 

Scef . Yes I did, as a fafer way than making 
Schemes. And fo do I fometimes; but then I do*t 
with great Modelly, and Submiilion to the Judgment 
of thofe I talk with ; and, tho* I can't agree with 
them, yet I tell theni they have faid more upon the 
Subje£i: than I had heard before i and that I will 
confider of it. 

Deifl, But is not burlefquing Religion a darling 
Topick with you? 

Seep. I confefs it is ; but then I know my Com- 
pany, and never talk in this Strain, but when I am 
among honeft Fellows that relifh fuch things. 

Deift. But how can you be civil to the Parfons ? 

Seep. Very eafily: For they are, many of them, 
Men of very good Senfe and Learning, and I like 
their Converfation. Then they are, generally, of a 
very plain undefigning Chara^er, • and not verfed 
much in the way of the World ; fo they believe alt 
one fays to them in a civil manner : And, when 1 
have perfuaded them to think well of me, they well 
defend my Chara^er like Dragons, and condemn 
thofe that ccnfure me as Ill-natur'd and Uncharita- 
ble; but cfpccially if I come to Church, and to the 
Saaamenty (which you know we muft do fometimes 
for Places, and there's no great trouble in going 

oftner) 
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pftner) then they'll fay, that my keeping a Whore, 
being Drunk, &c. is all meet Scandal; and that I 
am a very honeft worthy Gentleman : And a Man 
muft keep up a tolerable Reputation in the World, 
ooly to live a little fecurely and eafily; but to be 
iure> it he aims at any Advancement of himfelE 

Deifi. Well, for ^11 that, I can never be reconciled 
to thefe Priefis ; 1 hate them mortally. 

Seep, And I pray why To ? you fhould not own 
that, becaufe it will (eem to proceed from a con- 
jfcioufnefs of falfe Grounds and weak Proofs of your 
(ide. Your Impoling, Wonder-working, Cheating 
Prieils; fuch as the Church of Rome makes ufe (x 
to keep up their extravagant Power and Intereft in 
the World, I abominate : But I think thofe, that 
teach People the plain Rules of what you call Nor 
sural Religiot, fhould be encouraged, as ufeful Meo 
in a Common-wealth. 

Dei ft. Right, if they would teach them nothing 
elfe. But they tell them that M.rality (ignifies no- 
thing, except they believe in Chrijit that he is the 
Son of God J that he came down from Heaveu, &c. 

Seep. Whether thofe things be true or falfe, I am 
of Opinion, that, except they were believed to be 
true, preaching Morality only would have very lit- 
tle Eifeft, unlcfs People were firmly perfuaded that 
there was a God ; and that he had in fome extra- 
ordinary manner appeared to them, and given them 
LiVfS ; and alTur'd them that they Hiould be ex-^ 
treamiy Happy or Mifecable, according as they 
obey'd, or difobcy'd him : Untefs, I fay, Men were 
fome way or other difpofed to believe thus, what 
would any Rules or Precepts, fiript of fuch an Au- 
tborky, fignify? 

DeiiB. Natural Religion is, in the Judgment of the 
Wife and Ixarned, fiiScient to all the Purpofes of 
Mankind. 

Seep, 
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St^. I* It ije z: c£iy Srr.nnc voi: ar^ rnv 
SWto iMiiaai.on: lorc^ir. : d».: ycu mi., mik*: 
itT-CT} rign.jiiii cor:£f:rr.: rot ?o: i:^:r.c^ tk*: 
hole wtu- togcrnc: I lhai: Dt ^r.: re piofe Hok-s in 
*t, VOL know 

i>ffir?. li: nnirr you Vi^x: 1 air- a: vou: 
Sarite wntrrsve: vol picait u app.ui-.r 

Seep, lusz h bt u. £ Mominc F.v.-:hor. 1 'm f*c- 
Jcraily a prcrr} moril Man, an.. be::c: qualitW. i^yi 
aciious Rrficxi. r.. ziui. ir. an Evening. 

DaB. 1: fhali d£ the Mornii^ : 8iu (han't t^t 
jtcct in the mtai: rime, aad talk oi" lomorhing clfc 
Oefidcs Retigicr. 

Seep. \%izh aU my Heart. To Moitc^x- Ki^fit 
lU meet you at the OL Dcvfl, ano bnnfi l^mc 
tnifty FncDcs aio-.g vi:h mc. 

Deifi, 'Tis Gor.c: Religion will l«ci> voM to ft 
more convenient time. 
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well tiiTn*d towards Morality. 

DiiB. I am glad I have fo fair a Man to deal 
with : But I would not have you imagine that I 
have any ftrange Stoical Flights to propofe to you. 

Seep. I promrfe you, Sir, I never fufpcftcd you for 
a Stok; I rather took you to be of my Mafter Ho- 
race*s Religion, Epicuri dc grcge porcrm. 

Deiff. Why, Eptcurus*s Morality is not to bede- 
fpis'd, tho' fome of the Antients have reprefented 
him under an odious Ctiarader, becaufe he was a 
declared Enemy of all Superftition. 

.^cep. BCit,~ riot to enter into any DiTputes about 
the old Philofophers, pray produce your new 
Scheme of Moral Dodrine; which 1 am apt to think 
is very different from any other that has been yet 
prefentcd to tiie World. 

' Deifi. That I ftiall, in as good Order as I can ; 
for you muft know, that we have no Syftcras yet 

Vv-rit- 





Concerning N^^tturd Religion. 




ELL met again. This is the 
time we appointed to talk about 
ferious Matters ; and I am come 
with my Head very cool, and 
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written after our manner. It is but lately that we 
have fct up for a Se£if and have broug».t our No- 
tions into fuch a method and conHAency : For Men 
were fo entangled with old Prejudices andPiepoflH- 
(ions, that it was impoflible for them to get rid of 
them all at once : So that no body has yet given a 
clear and juft Account of our Principles : And 
zmongDeiJls themfelves there is fomeDifagrccment 
for want of it; which I hope to remedy in the view 
I fliall now oflfer you of our whole Dodrine: which 
fomecime or other perhaps I may be perfuaded to 
communicate to the worid* 

Seep. I am all Attention, pray begin in what Or- 
der you think Hr. 

Deiji, The great G)mmendation of our Religion 
is, that it is very Plain, and very Short ; not fo 
long as the Ten CommandmentSy which our Nurfes 
taught us, 

&ep. The fewer Principles you have, the eafi:t 
they are learnt ; and, I hope, they are the ealicr kept 
too. 

Deifi. The firft and main Principles of Dcifm are 
thcfe two : FMovj Ndture ; and do m Mwa any 
Wrong, 

Seep. Thefe are old Rules v/hich I am pretty well 
acquainted with j but I expected to h^e.ir fomcwhat 
of obeying God in the firft Place, fince iii our for'.ncr 
Cbnvcrfation you affured me that you wasuilly per- 
fuaded of the truth of his Being. 

Deifi. To cbey God, and to fnllov) N.itu^e, is rhe 
fame thing : For we liavei o other way of knowing 
what God hath commanded us to do, but by the 
Inclinations he hath given us : What they prompt 
and difpofe us to, that we may be fi»re he ord^ r?. 
For be would never have pl-intcd fuch Inclinati ms 
in us, if he had not defign'd that we fhould grarify 
them ; it being utterly inconfiftent with hts vVif- 
dom and Goodnefs to give us Appetites and DeHres, 

Fa foe 



4-4 Principles ^ Deism 

for no other end but that we (hould check and re- 
train them. 

Seep. This is good palatable Dodrine, that re- 
H(hes like wholfotne Food ; whereas, mod other 
moral Prefcriptions are like PhyHck, which is ufe- 
ful enough fometiroes i but to be always taking it, 
is unnatural. Tour other Principle too of doing m 
Wrong, if it be well qualify'd, has no great hard- 
(hip in it. But is all the Virtue and Religion you 
pretend to comprizM in thefe two Principles? 

Dtifi. There are other Rules which we think it 
convenient for men to obfervc ; fuch as. To be true 
to one's Word ; Tc* do nothing that*t bafe and mean ; 'To 
be Civil and Courteous j To ferve and oblige one'spriend; 
and the like : But the main Foundations of all our 
Morality arethofe two Principles before-mentioned, 
viz. To follow Nature, and to do no H^rong> A Mao, 
that keeps fteadily to thefe Rules, will eafily fee 
what is He to be done, with relation to all the fub- 
ordinate Confequetices of them. 

rceo. Well, tor ray part, I am not for increa(ing 
the 1 • sk of Duty, but I would willingly know th? 
full extent ot iny Liberty, and which are the for- 
bidden Bounds that I am not to pafs. And 1 am 
afraid, thefe two fhoit Rules that you have given 
jne will not ferve my turn: Fv r I t.oubt very much, 
whether the Liberty allow*d rae by ti^c firft Rule 
be fo great, or the Reftraint put upon me by xh% 
fecond be fo ftrid, as the general Expreffions feem 
to import : But this will appear better upon Exar 
fnination : And therefore, if you pleafe, we will con- 
fider firft in what Senfe, and to what Degree, it is 
proper for us to follow Nature^ 

Deiff. With all my Heart ; this is a fure Rule, 
and an eafy one i and I think it holds in all Cafes. 

Seep. Here I muft crave leave to differ from you 
at firft fetting out: For tho* it were plain to me in 
^h^ general, that I pught to follow Nature; yet, 

when 
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when I come to apply this Rule to particafar In- 
ftances, I find it no eafy matter to determine what 
I am to do. For I perceive in myfelf feveral ten- 
dencies and Inclinations, all alike natural, and yet 
utterly inconfiftent with one another : So that often- 
times, when I have a mind to one thing, I have 
at the fame time as great a mind to the contrary. 
As for Example} There's an intimate Friend of mine 
who has a very Hne Woman to his Wife, and I have 
a flrong defire to be as well acquainted with her as 
he is; and yet I know, it I fhould fuccced in fuch 
an Attempt, he is To foolifh as to take it for the 
greateft Unkindnefs and Affront in the World j anc*, 
1 dare fay, he would droop and pine away, and 
never enjoy himfelf again : Now this works upon 
my Nature another way, and makes it very uneafy 
to me to purfue my firfl Defire. What muft I do 
in this Cafe ? Which Nature muft I follow ? 

Deiff. You muft not injure your Friend to be fure, 
that's a direft breach of our fecond Rule : And 
Adultery we allow to be an injury, that is not to be 
fuffer'd in a Society. Neither is the forbidding 
this any Curb to the natural Inclination at all, be- 
caufe there are Women enough unmarried, and thofc 
as handfom too as any Wives, where you may pick 
and chufe ; and there's no need of breaking into 
Inclofures, when there's room enough in the com- 
mon Road. 

Seep. Then you allow Fornication to be lawful in 
your Religion. 

Detff. There can be no harm in that, where Par- 
ties are agreed upon the Point. 

Seep. No ; if you go upon the Notion of Injury 
it may often fo happen, that Adultery fhall be no 
Injury, and Fornication prove a great one. 

Deiff. How do you make that out ? 

Seep. Why, may not a Husband be fometimes as 
willing as his Wife? And then if three Parties to a 

Deed 
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Deed all confentjs not that the fame thing as two» 
where two only are needful ? 

Deifi. Ohi but there is fomething more in Adul- 
tery than barely deceiving the Husband : There 
may be an Injury done to a Family, the Honour 
of which confifts in a right Succeflion. Then the 
Eftate may go to other Perfons than thofe it was 
cntail'd upon, and, infiead of the Ijfue of his and htr 
Body lawjully begotten, a Foreigner may be thrown 
in that claims but of one (ide, and that not the prin- 
cipal in the Entail neither. 

Scef. Pugh 1 that's all Notion and Fancy ; Heral- 
dry and Entails are no part of the Lav) of Nature, 
But what think you if the Breed be mended by the 
Bargain ? Is not a golden Pippin grafted upon a 
Crab-Tree Stock to be preferr d to the genuine UTue 
of the Crab icfelf ? How many Families do you and 
I know where the Sons had (as '^ohn Dryden ob- 
fetves) been BloMeads ever fince the ConqtieR, that 
have in this laft Generation put in for the Prize of 
Wit, merely by this kind of Inoculation? 

Deiji. It may happen To in (ome InAances ; but 
its nectfl'ary for upholding Society to encourage 
Marriaie i and this can never be done, without 
making the Wife matter of Propriety, which a Man 
is to keep to himfelf as much as his Land or Goods, 
or any thing that he calls his own. 

Seep. Little did I think to hear a DeiB turn Ad- 
vocave for Marriage, when the curfed Cunfinetnent of 
One to One is a ftanding Topick of Raillery among 
all your Friends. 

DeiR. That's very true : And I muft confefs, that 
fcrmerly 1 have been of Opinion, that there (hould 
\>t an uncontrolled community of both Sexes; that 
Men and Women Oiould be as free to like and leave 
one another as any other Creatures are: Bat I am 
now convinced, that the condition of Man diflfers 
fa much from that of other Aaimal$> that fucb a 

Liberty 
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Liberty as this would never do. For the IVomen arc 
not able, wichout the a(fi(lance of the M;n, to tike 
care of their Children, and provide for them till 
they can fliift for themfeives ; and if it were not for 
Marriage, no Man would know which Children 
were his ; and , confequently, there could be no pro* 
per care taken of them ; and no Body would be in- 
duced to marry, but in hopes of keeping what he 
liked to himfelfl Upon which account there ought 
to be a general Prohibition to invade another Man's 
Property ^ tho' in fome Cafes perhaps it might be 
done without anyfeeming Injury: But what Right 
is violated, or what Injury done by keeping Com- 
pany with a fingle Woman ? 

Seep. That is as it happens. Sometimes a much 
greater Wrong may be done this way, than in raed- 
ling with onother Man's Property, as you call it. 

'jD«V?. How fo, I pray ? 

Scef. 1*11 tell you. If Marriage be neccflary ; and 
every married Man has a Right to have his Wife to 
himfelf, it follows from hence, that there's the fame 
Reafon and Neccflity, that all young Women, who 
are bred up to be'Wivcs, fliould before-hand be edu- 
cated with that Modeliy and Sobriety, that their 
Husbands may fafely depend upon them afterwards. 
And fincefuci'i Notions as thefe- prevail in the World, 
whether true or falfe, every lingle Woman muft 
think it as great an isjury to be robb'd of her /fo- 
mttr, as a Man does to be robb'd of his EHute. 

DeiR.'h. young Woman's Honour is a foolifti No- 
tion, an airy Whim, not worth the mentioning. 

Seep. Ay, but by lofing her Honour fbc often- 
times lofes a Husband too, that would maintain her 
handfomely: She lofes likewife the Refped and 
Kindnefs of thofe of her own Sex, with whom (he 
was acquainted : Then the uneafinefs of the Scan- 
dal (he undergoes, and the defpair of making her 
Fortune in Marriage, engage her in more ill Coiir- 

fes 
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fes misbecoming her Sex, till at laft (he grows im- 
pudent and common, is leud for Bread, gets a foul 
Diilemper, and dies in a Garret. 

Dei ft. What a fad and lamentable Account you 
have given of the poor Whores ! 1 did not think you 
had had that mighty Compaflion for them : Fur my 
part I have none; for who brought them to all this ) 
Did they not follow their own Inclinations ? Did 
any Body force them ? (that I never allow) they 
need not have comply 'd at Hrft, if they did not 
know how to live afterwards. 

Seep, You feem to infift much upon their not be- 
ing forced : But is not the Injury the fame, if a Per- 
fon be wheedled and cajoUed out of what he has, 
as if he were robb'd ? Suppofe a Sharper meets with 
a young Squire unacquainted with all the Arts of 
the Town, and under pretences of great Friendfliip 
faftens himfelf upon him, wins his Money either 
by falfc Dice, or great Skill in Play, and works 
himfelf by degrees fo much into his Affedion, as 
to prevail upon him to fign a Deed of Gift to him 
of looo/. a Year out of his Eftatc. 

DeiR. Such a Fellow as chat is as great a Rogue 
as one that robbs upon the Highway. 

Seep. Why, the Squire was willing ; he was ne- 
ver forc'd or hedor'd into any thing. It is the 
fame cafe with an innocent young Woman, who be- 
ing virtuoufly difpofed, ?nd thinking no harm, is 
by long Art and DiffimuKnion, and great Pretences 
to Virtue and Friendfliip, brought to allow a . Man 
a Freedom of Converfation i thgj by Promifes of 
Marriage, and hopes of a good Eftate, is drawn 
on to Confidence and Affedion ; till at laft in fome 
critical JurSure (be is carried farther than everftie 
intended or imagined. Is not this a downright 
cheating her out of what Ihe valued highly, with- 
out any valuable confiderationfor it? 
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Dtili. I mud needs own, that a Man, who cor- 
rupts a Woman iirft, may fometimes do her an in^ 
jury. 

Seep. But you don't do her only an Injury, bus 
you wrong her Parents too, and Relations, who 
all take themfelvcs to be difgraced by her Misbe- 
haviour. BeHdes, it may coft her Father double 
the Fortune he deHgn'd to give her to make the 
matter up, and that you'll allow to be an Injury 
fure. Put the cafe your Footman ihpald make free, 
with your Daughter. 

Deiff. My Footman touch my Daughter! If the 
deareft Friend I had in the World fhould do it, Vd 
cut his Throat. 

Seep. Look you there: What, for no injury ac 
all, when a Man had your Daughter's free Con- 
fcnt } 

DeiR. I don't care for that : What are there no 
Women in the World to make Whores of befides 
my Daughter ? 

Seep. Yes, no doubt but there are : But they are 
all Daughters to Some-body or other i and I can'c 
tell but their Fathers, or Brothers, or Uncles, may 
be difpofed to cut one's Throat as well as you : I 
am fure they have the fame Reafon to do ic. 

Deifi. I don't know how thefe foolifh Notions 
come to flick fo with me: But, methinks, I would 
not have my Children take the fame liberty that 
other People's do, and that I have taken myfclf. 

Seep. Well, but not to purfue this Subj .d any far- 
ther, where I find you Rule of following Nacure 
very much reftrain'd by abfurd Notions of unequal 
Juftice, what think you of other fenfual Indulgen- 
ces where no Body can be wronged ? Such as were 
pra^ifed of old time in Sodom j and now, as well as 
formerly, at Rome j or fuch as Sir J. Denbam writes 
of, as pradifed AS in the Land of EJfex. 
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JD«'/?. CMi unnatural! abominable! Tl>efe' arc 
Crimes not tobe calk'd oh None but a PopifhPrieft, 
whofe Imagination is confined to fpeculative Sins, 
could ever make Cafes ot thefe things. 

Seep. I own fuch Praftices as thefe arc fiiockiog 
to me that have no guft that way. But I rntct with 
a Friend of yours the other day, one of you* Sed, 
and a Man of very good Senfe in other refped?, 
that defended them ; one, that freely confeflfed he 
had a general Complaifance for all his Fellow-Crea- 
tures, and thought it as innocent to converfe with 
one as with another : For his Rule was, that a 
Man mi^t pleafe himfelt which way he liked beft. 
And I rauft acknowledge, that 1 had nothing to 
fay againft his general Principle, tho* I coiM noc 
bear his Inftances. 

Deifl. Oh fy: Talk no more on*r, there's no 
room for Scepticifm here. The cafe is fo fowl, it 
won't take any Colour or Vari>ifh. 

Seep. I (hould eafily be difpofed to quit all ray 
Doubts in this cafe, had not a celebrated Author, 
in great Vogue among you, I-arely advanced this 
Dodrine; That '* provided due care be taken to 
** continue the Race of Mankmd, there is no M»ral 
** Turpitude in any umantrnl Lufls whatever* 

DeiR. What profligate Wretch dares talk thus? 
We difown him, we renounce him, we excommuni- 
cate him. If fuch things as thefe are allow'd, it will 
be as irapoflible to defend Natural Religion as Chri- 
ftianity. 

Seep. Have a care what you fay ; for what I tell 
you is diredly, and in plain terms, afferted in the 
Rights of the Church. And for your farther Satif- 
fadion I'll gii^e you the whole Palfage * 

Dei/l, 
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Diifi. How I that's our Bible, our Code^ our 
Magna Charta. That Book lias done us mighty Ser- 
vice in bantering ajid cxpofing the Chrifiian Religion: 
But fuch an unlucky Stroke as this may fpoil all. It 
is indeed a very indifcreet Pa(fage,and I can*t ima- 
gine how it came there. I know the Gentlemen 
concerned in that Performance ; and I never heard 
any of 'em defend fuch kind of Dodrine as this : 
Jt muft have been foided in by the Secretary to the 
Club. He is a little too wicked for us, and is for 
precipitating Matters before they are ripe ; before 
the Minds of People are duly prepared to receive 
them. But no more of this abominable Stuff, I be- 
feech you. 

Scef. Well then we'll pafs to a more innocent Plea- 
fure. What think you of the ^oys of brisk IVine ? 
There's no harm in a chearful Bottle, fure. 

Deifi. There I am tor you. The Pleafures of eat- 
ing and drinking are very natural ; and I think them 
the moft fubftantial Pleafures of Life. 

Seep, But with the Bounds of T'emperame, I 
hope. 

DeiB. Why, if a Man fiiould go farther, there's 
no wrong done to any Body. If a Man (hould lay 
by his Reafon for a while* and forget himfelf, it is 
no more than taking a Nap. 

Seep, Ay, but you feera to have a regard for So- 
ciety. Do you think thefe eating drinking Fellows 
the fitted: to ferve the Publick ? 

DeiR. A Man muft take care to b? fobcr in the 
Council, and in the Parliament. And when he has 
any great Bufinefs to do, he muft be more fparing 
in his Diet than at other times. 
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Seep. But if a Man has not got the Habit of So- 
briety, he'll be hankering after a Bottle, when he 
Ihould be employ'd about other Affairs. There are 
not many Inftanccs (tho* fome there arc) of Men 
that could make their Bufinefs and their Pleafure 
ponfiftent. 

Deif}. What if there were none ? There are plod- 
ding Fellows enow to be found that love Bufinefs 
for Bufinefs fake j fiich as don't relifh the Pleafures 
of Wit, and Wine, and fine Converfation j let them 
do the Drudgery of the World, 

Seep. That's very hard indeed, that you can't en- 
joy the Pleafures ordained for you by Nature, ex- 
cept fome People fhould be fo odly made as to re- 
pounce them, to fccure your Enjoyment. 

DeifJ. Nature has orderM it very wifely, thataU 
Men's Pieafures (hould not lie the fame way. 

Sctp. Upon the upftiot then I find, that your Rule 
ef following Nature is fo crampt and clogg'd, and 
of fuch uncertain Diredion, that it is as good as no 
Rule, at all. Let us now confider your other main 
J*rinciple, cf dowg no Wrong. 

Deifi. yujlice is the Foundation of all Society: 
There's no living together without thisRuie. And 
this I will be bound to maintain; that to be juft, 
and honeft, and fair, and equal in our Dealings with 
one another, is to be truly religious. 

Seep. Thefe things found very finely in the gene- 
ral J bur, when we come to particular Inftances, 
we ftiall have you renounce them again, or diftin- 
guifli them away. 

' Dejf?. A Deifl may be allow'd to plead Frailty, 
as we fee the beft ChriRians do in fome particular 
Cafes : But then I will not defend the Praftice ; I'll 
pwn the Irregularity, and ftand by my Principle. 

Seep. You have not the fame reafon to plead Frailr 
Xy that a Chriflian has ; becaufe you make all y'o\\t 
own Rples for your felfi and to be furc you have 

that 
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that regard for your own Inclinations, as not to 
lay too heavy Burdens upon yourfcif; Whereas the 
Chriftian profcfTes to obey a Mafter in all his Com- 
mands, tho' never fo many, and difficult, and con- 
trary to his Inclinations. Bur, to wave that Re- 
flexion, I dare engage I (hall make you throw up 
every Principle you pretend to, and juftify your 
ading contrary to it in all manner of Inftances. 

Deifi. What, do you think I would defend Mur» 
defy and Oppreffton; Stealings Cheating, and fuchlikc 
Villanies as thofe ? 

Seep, Ay marry do I. 

Deifi, I am forry to find you have fo vile an 
Opinion of me. 

Seep, If I prove my Point, then I hare no worfc 
opinion of you than you have of your felf : And if 
I do not, I promife to think as worthily of you as 
you can de(ire or expeift. 

Dejft, Well then, let's hear my Charge ; and be- 
gin with Murder, 

Seep. Or rather, if you pleafe, kiHing of Men: For 
the Word Murder is by Cuftom grown fo harfh a 
Sound, that Men are apt to ftartle at the Word, 
tho' not at the thing : If therefore I can prove to 
you, that you allow Men to kill one another, that's 
fttfficient to make good the Indidmenc. 

Deifi. How do you mean? one Man may kill 
another in his own Defence; or a Magiilrate may 
put a Man to Death for Crimes againfl the State ; 
or a Soldier may kill an Enemy in defence of his 
Country. Thefe things I allow indeed, as all the 
World does ; but I know of no other Cafes where 
it is lawful to kill. 

Seep. This is all felf-prefervation. But are there 
no other Cafes where you will grant killing to be 
no Murder ? What think you of the King of France, 
ifrho has facriHc'd fo many thoufand Lives to his 
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Glory ? Is not this juft and rights atid every way 
agreeable to his princely Grandeur? 

Deifi. He is a barbarous Tyrant, 

^cep. I know you Deifis have no great Ktndnels 
(or Kings: But you will find that allthofe A&ions, 
which you are pleafed to teroi barbarous, are fet 
fordi under different Charafkers by the bed Wits of 
the Age. And, if it had not been for Conquerors 
and Vidories, we had loft fome of the noblcfl Pat- 
terns of Writing now extant. 

Deifi, This is grofs Flattery, lit for none bat 
Poets and penfionary Hiflorians. 

Seep. Well, but as bad an Opinion as you have 
of thefe fighting Princes, fuppofing you could not 
tell how to live handfonaely at Home, would not 
you accept of a CommifHon in the French Ring's 
Army ? 

Deiff, A Man, that defigns to fcrve his^ Country, 
mufl learn the Art of War fome where or other. 

Seep. Ay, but confider what you are to do before 
you are Mafler of your Trade : You mufi murder, 
burn, deflroy, &c. without any regard to Places or 
Perfons. 

Deift. In an Army a Man muft obey his fupetior 
Officers ; there's no help for that. 

Seep. I fee then upon occafion you can kill Men 
%o (erve other People's Ambition or Intereft; and 
why not for your own ? Do you know of no Body 
at Home that you could get an Eflate by, if he 
were difpatch*d out of the way. 

Detjl. You make my Blood chill to hear you talk 

fo. 

Seep. What, troubled with Qualms of Confcienccl 
Frighced with Bug- bear Words ! Can you without 
any fcruple burn a Town in Germanyj and put all 
the Inhabitants to the Swprd, only for a Captain's 
Pay ; nay, can you make a profeffion of Murdering 
at tiic word of Command, and yet boggle at get- 
ting 
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ttog a: good Efbte by die Death of but one (tngle 
Perfon, when laying him alide will make you eafy 
io your 6DrtuQc&^ andi put you above the necefficy 
o£ tver mionilaeting aAiy Body el(e> 

' Dei^. But to kidl 2L Man in coU Blood, treacbe- 
muily, aud without RcHdance, that I can neret 
besiT. ' 

Scef^ Cold, or hoc Blood, fairly or not fairly, it is 
all one. to the Perfon who is to be kill'd. But ifi 
you axe fo nke as to the manner of fending a Fel-^ 
low out of the World, why don't you challenge 
your elder Brother to £ght with you ^irly ? Youl 
malce. no, fcruplc q£ Duellingy I hope ? 

£)ee^ No, Sic, if a Man a£Fronts me, I (hall de^ 
mand the Satisfadion of a Gentleman ; but my Bro* 
tber never injurd rac in his Life. 
. Never injured you I What is keeping a good 
Mate from you no Injury ? Beiides, it would be 
mare for the advantage of tlie Publick, that you 
fiiould have the Eftate than he •» a foeaking, bookifii, 
mufiy, virtuous. Coxcomb. 

DeiR. That may be, but I don't know how td 
adfuil this to the Rules of Honour agreed upon 
among Gentlemen. If a Man gives me the Li^ 
joftles me in the Streets, twirls my Hat, or the like» 
this is juft caufe of Challenge ; but to Aght a Man 
fioar no other Reafon, but becaufe be was born be« 
fore me, is without any precedent. 

Sce^. The. Rules of Honour in Duelling arc juft 
like the Laws of Publick War: That is, you raayj 
murder who you will, either fingly, or in Troops, 
if you can but get a good Party in the World to 
vote it fair. But this is nothing at all to the Rea- 
fon of the thing. For my part I take it to be &]11 
out as reafonable to murder a Man privately, as \n 
the open Field ; in his own HoufC) as behind Maun» 
tague-Hiufe, 
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Deifi. I protcft you are fo wicked, I can't keep 
you Company. 

Seep. It is not I that am fo wicked ; but I am 
(hewing you how wicked you ought to be by your 
own Principles. Vratz, and Bmski underftood the 
bufinefs of Fighting as well as you, and they thought 
it no Crime to (hoot a Man in his Coach, without 
Warning. The one faid he was a Gentleman and 
ferv'd his Friend > and he knew that God had a re- 
gard for Gentlemen. The other took it to be a fuf^i 
Scient Warrant for what he did, that his Mafter 
bid him. And as good Reafons as thefe may no . 
doubt be given for any other Murder whatfoever. 

Deift. Thefe were ftrange Fellows that came out 
of a barbarous Country. 

Seep. I'll put you another cafe that happened late- 
ly in this Polite Part of the World. Two Gentle- 
men of rhe Town had pretty Fortunes between 
them. Both together were enough for one, but 
divided, made two mifcrable. They were great 
Friends, and they fettled what they had upon one 
another, in cafe of any Accident. One of them 
being Sick, the other, who was always with him, 
put fuch a Dofe of Opium into his Drink, that he 
never waked more ; by which means the lick Man 
was rid of an uneafy Life, and the Survivor was 
made to live comfortably. And what harm is there 
in all this ? 

Diijl. I am Ilartled to here of fuch foul Pra- 
fticcs. 

Seep. Startled at this! Believe me,' I was not at 
all(hock*d, when a Gentleman own'd tome abroad, 
that he had poifon'd his Father. 

Deifi. Oh Inhuman, and Unnatural! No more 
of this kind for God s fake. 

Seep. You cry out now before you know the Cafe : 
Why the old Man was done i Life was grawn in- 
fipid, and troubl'Jomc to him j and he might have 

lingered 
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lingerM ouc a gfeat while longer, and kept his Son 
out of an Edace which he could not enjoy himfelf. 
And wha( has a Deift to fay agatnft this? Is not 
this more reafonable in itfelfj- and is not there lefs 
Injury done, than in murdering a great many Men 
for Pay ; or in killing one's Friend in the vigour of 
his Youth, for placing a Word or a Look wrong? 

Deift. But every thing of this kind has a horri- 
ble appearance to the World : And Men would be 
apt to pufh their Intereft and Revenge too far, 
were fuch things as thefe allowed, or conniv*d at. 

Seep. Don't tell me of the World; I am to confult 
Mature and Reafon only, without regarding the 
World. Befldes, you know there are fome Coun- 
tries, where it was a general approved Cuilom for 
Children to kill their Parents at fuch an Age. Nay 
further, by your Principle of following Nature and 
Inclination, I can't fee, why a Man, that finds a 
pleafure in killing, (hould not purfue it as well as 
any other. 

Deift. Find a pleafure in killing Men! there are 
no fuch Monfters in the World, fure. 

Seep. What do you mean by Monfters ? I believe 
you would be puzzled to give a Reafon, why that 
may not be as natural a Pleafure as any other, tho' 
perhaps you don't find any thing in your Conili- 
tution leading that way. 

Deift. If this be following Nature, I'll renounce 
my Principle, and turn Chriftim. 

Seep. Have a care of refolving too haflily, for 
fear I (hould prove to yon, that a Man may be as 
[Irongly inclin'd to murder, as to do any thing elfe 
which is known to be agreeable to him. 

Deifi. Which way can you prove that ? 

Seep. Do you think that IVohes, and Bears, and 
tygersy have any fuch Inclinations in them ? 

Dei/i. There's no doubt on'c ? 

H^jf Seep. 
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Seep. And has not my Friend Hobh aiTctted and 
maintflin'd, that Men are of the fame Savage Dif- 
pofitions that thofe Beads are ? 

PHjl, I have no value for HMs^s Opinion in this 
Matter: He happened to have a timorous Nature 
of his own, and fo he reprefented every thing elfe 
more terrible than it was in itfelf. 

Seep. But have not you your felf obferv'd^ that 
the generality of Mankind are pteas'd with cruel 
Spores, where Tome Creature or other is to be 
killed, or at lead miferably maul'd? Now, if 
they were not diverted this way, and rcftrain'4 
by Laws, they would very probably take mor^ 
pleafure in worrying and dedroj^ing one another^) 
than in Haoting and Baiting any other Crea<' 
tures. 

Dei/i. There is no reafon to imagine fo. 

Seep. Yon fee that plainly by art)itrary P^itices, 
whb are above all Laws j nine in ten of whoin de- 
light in Cruelty; and are Tyrants purely from their 
Divcrfionj as Phalaris^ and Dmyftus oi old; and 
the C-x^ars of Mofcovy, and Emperors of Ahrtcco in Out 
days. 

Veifi. Such an unlimited unaccountable Power 
does often tempt Men to an extravagant ^Kercifeof 
it. But private Men have no fuch Inclinatiofu. 

Seep. Yes, but they have, only they arcdampt.and 
reftrain'd by the fear of hanging. I knew a Man 
of your Sed, that look'd Upon Killing and Slaying 
- as the greateft Pleafure in the World. Wreftling 
and Boxing ferv'd his turn when he was a Boy. At 
Eighteen Duelling was his chief Recreation: So that, 
when he was not engaged in any Quarrels of his 
own, he would lay out to be any Body's Second 
that wanted one. 

Dei/l^ This was a ftraiige quarrelfome FcUow in- 
deed. 

Seep. 
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Sctp. Wheh the War broke out, he immediately 
Entered into the Service, and all the while the Wac 
lafted he was very eafy ; but after a twelve Month's 
Peace he grew unruly again, and would fain have 
been ridding the Nation of a great many ufelcfs 

fo6d-for-noching Fellows ('as his ufual Phrafc for 
Lining was ) only he could not bear fuch a filly 
fneaking Death as Hanging ; and fo be contented 
himfclf with beating Conltables and Watchmen ; 
kicking Drawers down Stairs; and fuch>like little 
Diverfibns. 

Deifl. If fuch abominable Liberties as thefe were 
iuflfercd, there Could be no fuch thing as Govern-^ 
fnent or SocieVf. 

Sctf. I told him fo j but he faid he did not care 
whether there were or not j Mankind might dis- 
band as foon as they pleas'd j he did not doubt but 
he fhould be able to make his Party good in a 
ftate of Nature j and if there were a new Shuffle, 
he (hould have a good chance to be King. And in- 
deed he was a very ftrong lufty Fellow, of great 
Natural Courage. 

DeiH. For my part, I have no Notion of fuch an 
odd fort of Inclirtation as this? 

Seep. I know you had rather be planting youfig 
Trees, than cutting down old Timber. But the 
Inclinations of Men are very different ; and there's 
no tcafon to be given, why one Inclination may not 
be gratify'd as well as another. I take Covetoufnefs 
to be as unnatural as Cruelty, Beftiality, or any thing 
clfe you can name; and I can*c for my Life find 
where the Pleafure of it lies: But would nor you al- 
low a Man to be covetous, if he has a mind to it ? 

Dtifi. With all my Heart, provided de does noc 
cheat me, or prey upon my Eftate to fatisfy his 
Appetite, 

Seep. Then he may fquecze, or opprefs any Body 
elfeit feems. 

H 2 
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Deiji. I don'c fay that neither: For care ought 
to be taken in a Society, that no Man rob, or cozen 
another. 

Seep. What is it never lawful for a Man upon any 
occafion to make his Advantage of another ? Have 
a care of being too general ; I {halt 6nd out Cafes 
where you will not be (o Hrait-lac'd. 

Deift. Cheatingy and Stealing, are fuch bafe difho* 
nourable Vices, that there are none of our way but 
fcorn to be guilty of them. 

Seep. You mean nothing by this now, but break- 
ing up Houfes, and picking of Pockets, and fuch- 
like things as a Man is to be hang'd or pillory'd 
for : That is, it is a bafe diflionourable thing to 
fwing upon a Gallows, or to peep through a Pil- 
lory: But Head and Neck fafe, and you'll go as far 
as any Man towards wronging your Neighbour. 

Deiff. This is only a general Charge, a DoBwh- 
Commons Libel, a Chancery Declaration, Let's hear 
how you make it good by Inftances. 

Seep. That I can do very eafily : And in the firft 
Place, what fay you to the Duty of Paying your 
Debts ? Does a Deifi make any Confcience of that? 

DeiB. Gentlemen muft live like Gentlemen : And 
thofe Tradefmen are fuch unconfcionable Fellows 
in their Dealings ; that I can't think there's much 
harm done if a Man dies in their Debt. Let them 
look to it who they truft. 

Seep, But are there no Tradefmen think you of 
your Principles ? And may not they make them- 
felves amends for their bad Debts among Deifis, by 
cheating good Chrifiians that pay better? 

Deift. They may make what Gain they can of 
their Goodsj that's a certain Rule in Trade: And, 
if People arc fuch Fools as to buy too dear, they 
rouft be content to pay for their Folly. 

Seep. A very fair way of Reprizals truly. But 
you don't confine the privilege of Cheating to the 

Shops 
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Shops I hope. Suppofe a Gemletnan has a Horfe to 
fell, may he not take all the fame ways as a Tradef- 
man does to over-reach an ignorant Buyer ? 

Deifi. In the matter of Horfes indeed it's an aU 
low*d Maxim among all your Gentlemen-Jockeys, 
of what Quality focver, that they may make the 
beft of a faulty Jade, without any diminution to 
their Honour : But, in all other Bargains with one 
another, they think themfelves obliged to deal up- 
on the fquare, and to pay even their Flay -Debts to 
a Farthing. 

Scef. Gentlemen then are to be true and juft to 
one another, in every thing but Horfes. Taking 
your Rule with this Reftriaion, what think you of 
having a young Gentleman of a large EHate com- 
mitted to your truft ? May not you take fome ihare 
of it to your own ufe ? 

Deift. There's no Reafon why a Man fhould have 
the trouble of looking after a young perverfe Rake, 
or Booby, for nothing ; if he finds a good Eftate, 
when he comes to Age, what matter is it whofpenc 
it in the mean time, he or I ? 

Seep. Very well ! and what difference is there be- 
tween this and robbing upon the HighvMy ^ 

DeiR. Thok Rogues upon the Highway do things 
with Force and Violence : they put a Man into a 
bodily Fright, and make ic dangerous to travel upon 
one s lawful OccaHons. 

Seep. There needs be no fright in the Cafe. If 
a Man upon a Black Mare flings his Purfe into a 
Coach, and flands to the Courtefy of the Travellers 
what they will put into it, what great harm is there 
done ? For my part, I look upon this as the faireil 
way of taking away one's Money, and the mofl 
becomiiig a Gentleman of any : All forts of Cheats 
tug and Tricking being as much below a Gentleman 
as Begging or Working : And what would you have 
a Gentleman do that is reduced to Want? 

Dein. 
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Deifi* Cheating I grant you is a very ungentle- 
tnaiihke Practice ; but there are a great many ways 
v/hcreby a Man may fcr?e himfelf of other Men^ 
without doing any thing that comes under that 
Name As making fome fmall Prefents of Money 
to Country Burgefl'cs, to elcft" him Member of Par- 
liament ; receiving the like Favours in the Houfc, 
from thofe without Doors, for promoting their Bu- 
finefs there ; getting a Place at Court by fecrct Ser- 
vices, and taking all the Pcrqaifites any way be- 
longing to it ; obliging People with courteous Pro- 
mifes of ferving them, and making proper Advan- 
tages of their Expeftations, with many the like me- 
thods. Now this is making a Man's Fortune, 
pufhing his Intereft, railing his Family ; there's no- 
thing of dirty couzening or cheating in it ; here's 
no forging of IVillsy or giving Mortgages^ or any 
thing of that nature, which is downright Roguery 
indeed. 

Seep. I don't fee why a Man may not do the one 
as well as the other j only that you Gentlemen have 
agreed together to call thcfc things by different 
Names, and to fix the different Charafters of bafc 
and honourable upon them. Upon this account it 
is that all Sins don't become; all Men alike, tho' 
they are all equally jnftifiable j' but forging of Wills 
and Bonds becomes a Counirj- Attorney ^ as well aS 
thofe other wajs of cheating become a Afow of 
Quality. 

Dtijl. VVlio fhonld make the Letws tf Honour, bat 
Gentlemen and Perfons of Quality > 

■Seep. Ye5, yes, and the Laws ofjufiice too, and 
of Virtue and Vke : That's ic which I would prove 
upon you, that you Deifts have no Religion or Afo- 
ralityy but what you make yoitr fclves ; and what 
you are cortiniially changing and varying, as you fee 
occafion : For'-.-s very plain by all your Difcourfe, 
that you have no <:e^tain fixt Rules of living, and 
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that you are under no Ties or Obligations to do 
any thing but juft what you have a Mind to. 

DeiR. How's this ? Have not I acquainted you 
with the Rules wc go by ? And do not we follow 
them as ilridly asany other Men follow their Rules > 

Seep. You follow your Inclinations indeed ; you 
purfuc fuch things as are agreeable to you, and you 
avoid fuch things as you don't like : But do you 
ever forbear any thing that pleafcs, or perform any 
thing that is tropblefome, out of a Senfe of Duty, 
as thinking your felves obliged to it in Ol/edience to 
Gody or in hopes of fomc future Recompence; or for 
fearoi fome punijhment to be inflicted after this Life i 
or upon any other Principle, bur your prefent Interefl 
or Convenience in this World ? You fay, that Mur- 
ther. Adultery, and many other Adions, are Crimes, 
which in fomc Cafes, at leaft, ought to be forbom 
even by Dcifls : But even in the?e very few Cafes 
of your own making, what is there to check or re- 
train a Man from offending, when he finds it cither 
for his Pleafure, or his Intereft, to commit thofe 
things which you call Sins ? 

PeifH. Many things ate in themfelves fo bafe, and 
fcandalous, and inhuman, that the bare Confide** 
ration of the Dignity cf our Nature is fufficient to 
preferve us from t^icm. 

Seep. This is a pompous Phrafe, which without 
Religion Hgnifies nothing. Human Naturey if there 
be no future State, is the fillieft, mbft irregular, mofl: 
fantaftical Nature in the Univerfe. The U(e of Rea- 
fon is ridiculous, and fervcs only to prove to us, that 
wc are a parcel of poor miferable Wretches, who are 
continually toffed about by foolifh Paflions, and 
amufed with vain Hopes and Dcfigns. And Speech, 
which diftinguifhes us from the Beads as much as 
our Reafon> ferves us to no other end but to enable 
us to complain : If therefore, with all our boafted 
Perfections, we muft die like the Beaflis, wliy Hiould 

we 



64 Principles of DnisM 

yfc not live like them too, and employ all that won- 
derful Sagacity, which you call Reafon, in Hnding 
out the beft ways we can of fatisfying all our fen- 
fual Appetites, however it may prove to the preju- 
dice or dellruftion of other Animals, tho' of our own 
kind ? 

i)«/?.Fyc for Shame I What, defile you own Neft! 
Have you no greater regard for that noble Crea- 
ture, Lord of the IVorld ? Do you pay no more 
refpeft to the Os fuhlimej and EreSlos Vukus ? What, 
do you reckon //i?rof J and Phikfopherst H^ts and Jin^ 
7'hittkersj to be of no higher an O rder of Beings, 
than Liom and Eagles ? 

Seep. No indeed j neither better nor worfe, except 
they were oblig'd to live by fome other Rules than 
their own Fancy or Humour ; and had fome better 
Profped: than a Coffin and a Tomb-ftone. Alexanr 
der and Cafar were a couple of ravenous Beafls, or 
Bcafts of Prey, that made great Havock in the 
World in their time ; AriRotle and Plato were in- 
dudrious Bees, that built Commonwealths like Ho- 
iieycombs, to be puU'd down by ftronger Animals : 
liberius and Machiavel were Foxes that laid Traps 
for other Mortals : And what is now become of 
thefe and many more, that were in antient Days 
fo pYOudf fo valiant, and fe tvife ? 

Jiuddfd in the Dirt, the reasoning Engines He. 

And there's an end of them, and all their great De- 
figns. 

Deifi. An end of them ! No, they live ftill in the 
Memory of Men. Their Names are recorded with 
Honour ; and their great Anions are preferv'd in 
Books ; and the profped of fuch Glory as this was 
fufficient to excite them to the Performance of nob- 
ble Adions. 



Seep. 
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ScefK The Defire of Glory after Death is a ridicu- 
lous a^furd Principle, and not half fo rational as 
that of the Mach, who think they lhall go into 
their own Country again when they die, to what 
place foever they are carry 'd Slaves : Fpr they arc 
entertained with the Profpeft of fecline and enjoy- 
ing foniething themfelves j whereas tho/e, that court 
the favour of Pofterity, have not fo much as the 
Hopes of being pleas'd with their Succefs, ihould 
all their Wiflies take cffe^. 

DeiB. At this rate you'll fay, that the Love of one's 
Country is a ridiculous Principle too. 

Scef. And fo I fhall, where a Man has not a cer- 
tain and immediare Profped of fcrving himfelf by 
what he does for his Couiftry. This is all Tridk 
and State-craft, the very Mafter-piecc of all Policy, 
to infpire great Numbers of Men with fuch Notions 
as fliall make them eafy and contented to be in a 
low and mean Condition themfelves, that a few of 
their Brethren may by that means be enabled to live 
greatly and happily. 

Deifl. Does not every Body iliare in the Happinefs 
of that Society of which he is a Member? 

Seep. Pray what (hare have the Peafants of France 
in all the Glory and Happinefs of their grand Mo- 
narch ? And what do the Subjects of the Ct^ot get 
by all his Battels ? What Portion or degree of Satif- 
faSion is allotted to thofe vaft Numbers of People 
that labour in the Mines, and in the Gallies } But, 
waving all extraordinary Inftances, the fargreateft 
part of every Society are poor miferable Creatures, 
that endure abundance of Trouble and Pains, and 
work Night and Day only to keep Body and Soul 
together, which had much better p^rr, if they had 
any of them the Courage to cut the Knot : And no 
Reafon can be given, why they fhould bear the Life 
they are in, but that they know no better, and are 
afraid of being worfe. 

'I Deifi: 
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Deifi. There muft be different Orders and Ranks 
of Men in a Society, or elfe it could never fubfift; 
and every Man mu(l. fubmit to the Condition he is 
born to. 

Scep^ That may perhaps be reafonable enough, if 
there was but any time conceivable when it would 
,comc to their turn, that are poor and low^ to be rich 
and in high place, and to enjoy as much of the 
World as lome of their Brethren npw do : But what 
Reafon is there for any Man to fubmit, and be wil- 
ling to live wretchedly all hif Life, merely for the 
fake of other People ? For my part, I thought there 
was a great deal of good Senfe in what a Tenant 
of mine told me when I was earneft with him for 
my Renr, 

Deiff. What did the Varlet fay ? He did not 
queftion your Right I hope to the Profits of your 
own Eftate. 

Seep. " Pray Sir (fays he) how came you by fuch 
" an Eftate, when I hav-e none ? You go to London, 
" and there you drink, and whore, and game, and 
" as foon as your Money's gone, you come down 
" into the Country, and fwcar at your poor Te- 
" nants, who labour and toil maintain you in 
*' your Extravagancies, when they can hardly get 
" bread for themfelves and their Families : I had a 
" Book lent me the other day, which fays we are 
" all equal, and have every one of us as much Right 
" to what we can get, as any Gentleman of you 
" all. 

Deifi. What are Laws made for, but to force fuch 
pubborn Fellows to do their Duty ? 

Sap. I threaten^ him with the Law, and urged 
Religion to him, becaufe I knew he ufcd to go to 
Church on Sundays. But his Anfwer was, that 
that was a mere Trick of the Gentlefolks to make 
Religion and Laws, and to threaten poor Men with 
hanging and damning, only to make them their 

Slaves i 
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Slaves ; that for his part he would be a Slave no 
longer, no that he would not; and that he would 
read the Book he had got to his Ndghbours next 
Market-day, or day of Eleftion for Parliament Men, 
and ftir them up to join with him in bringing all 
things to a Level : That there was an old Parliament 
Colonel lived in his Parifh, who had told him there 
was a Se(5t of Leveller i in his Days, and he hoped to 
raife them again ; for, come what would come, he 
could never be worfe than he was. 

Deifl. This was a norable flirewd Fellow j h«W 
did you deal with him ? 

Seep. I was forc'd to give him good words, and 
to promife him a better Bargain when his Leafe 
was out : And I treated him with refpcd, and made 
him believe, that a Man of his Parts and Induftry, 
if he behaved himfelf civilly, would certainly come 
to be a Gentleman in time. 

Deift. The truth on't is, there is feme colour in 
what the Fellow faid : Any Man may have reafon 
to take it ill that he has not the fame advantages 
which his Neighbour has : But if all Men ftood upon 
an equal Foot every Body would be poor and raife- 
rable j and therefore tliere is a necsflity of framing 
Laws, and executing them very ftriftly, to make 
People content with their Condition, and to con- 
tribute their endeavours to the Prefervation of the 
Publick. 

Seep. Well then : Dimity of Nature^ Glory y and 
F.imey and Love of one's Country, have very little ef- 
fect it feems upon the generality of Mankind, whofc 
Souls arc too grofs to be moved with fuch Re- 
flections as thefe. Leaving therefore thefc Principles 
to Men of Quality, let's try what force Laws have, 
and whence their Obligation rifes. 

Deifi. The Laws of the Land are fufficient for re- 
gulating our Conduft, without fetching Rules from 
Heaven. 

I 2 Seep, 
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Scef. And do you think that evcjry Man i$ obli- 
ged to obey the Laws of his Country ? 

Deifl. Yes Cure, or elfe therc*^s an end of all Socie- 
ty- 

Seep. It may be convenient p€rhaps : But that^s 
not the thing ; where*s the Authority ? Where's the 
Power to oblige ? Why am I to fubmic my private In- 
tereft to that of the Publick ? Whenevc rour Gover- 
nors aft againft the Publick Good, you Deiflsj I keow, 
will abfolve me from my Allegiance to tb«m : And 
by the fame Reafon, you ought to grant, that when 
the Publick a£ts againft my private Good, l ara no 
longer obliged to (land by the Society ; but am free 
to look after my own Concerns as I fee fit. 

Deifif, Governors may be Arbitrary and VnjuR; 
but Laws are the refult of the Wifdom of a Nation, 
and made by our Fore-fathers for the benefit of 
their Pofterity. 

Seep. Why fliould not we be as wife as our Fore- 
fathers ? But if we were not, what has my Father 
or Grandfather to do to make Laws for me? I am 
a Free-born Subjeft of the World, that am to be go- 
verned by my own Laws, as being beft Judge of my 
own Affairs, and moft concern'd to provide for my 
own Happinefs. 

DeiB. What fay you, if you have your fclf either 
in Pevfon, or by your Reprefentarives, given your 
confent to all the Laws of your Country ? Are you 
not then obliged to conform to them ? 

Seep. Yes, fo long as I have a mind to it, or find 
it convenient for me, and no longer. Don't I fay 
in my Family, to day I will have things ordered fo 
and foi I will dine at One, and go to Bed at Ten, 
&c. and thefe fhall be ftanding Rules for my Fami- 
ly i and yet to Morrow I think fit to change my 
Mind, and give out contrary Laws. When ray Fan- 
cy or Humour alters, or ray Circumftances are 
changed, I have a Right to alter my way of Living 

accord- 
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accordingly ; and therefore am not to be bound up 
by any former Rules or Laws, the' they were of 
my own making. 

Deiji. Ay, bur Rewards and Punifimems will cure 
the Irregularity of Fancy. 

Seep. As to Revjordiy human Laws arc very fpa- 
ring of them j all their Force is owing to Rigour: 
Biit that makes no change at alt in the Reaion oc 
Obligation of a thing, that I ihall be hang'd if I do 
it, and may have leave to die in my Bed, if I don't ; 
for the Men that make thefe Laws are as fallible 
and humourfome, and as much fubjed to Error and \ 
Paffion, as I am ; and do often make a great many 
abfurd, ridiculous, and unreafonable Laws ; and is 
it fit that I fhould obey them. 

Deift. Yes, till they are repealed, you muft fub- 
mit, or elfe all things will be in confufion. 

Seep. How many Laws are there here in England 
which you DeiRs think fit to difpenfe with ? Are 
not Duellings Fornication^ Drunkemefsj &c. forbid 
by our Laws, and Punifliments annexed to the 
Breach of them ? 

Deifl. Pugh ! Thofe arc fmall things, in which 
the Publick fuffers little or nothing. 

Seep. At this rate every Man is Judge what Laws 
are fit to be kept, and what not ; and confequently 
every Man will find a Hole to creep out at where- 
evcr it is for his Pleafure or his Inrereft to be relea- 
fed : Whereas, if there be any Obligation in Laws, 
one Law muft oblige as much as another; becaufe 
they have all the fame Sanction and Authority. 

Deifi. Some Laws are made in terrorem only; 
fome to reftrain the Infolence of the Vulgar ; and 
fome to prevent a general pradice which might be 
pernicious; whereas a few Tranfgreffors do no 
harm. 

Seep. If this be your Notion of Laws, it is very 
fit that every Man fhould uoderftand his full Liber- 
ty 
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ty as well as you : For which end the faireft way 
v/ould be, to print fotne fuch Declaration as this 
before the Statutc-Book : 

" Whereas fuch and fuch Laws arc made for the 
" Security of the Publick ; that they may be ob-. 
" ferv'd without any undue Reftraint upon theLi- 

berty of private Men i It is hereby declared, that 
" they are intended to oblige Men only where they 

can conveniently keep them, without doing much 
" Violence to their natural Inclinations ; That Men 

of Quality and Eftates are and ought to be al- 
" lowed greater Exemptions than other Perfons ; 
** That fuch of them, as can pay their Debts with- 
" out diminifhing their Figure, (hould do it j and 
*' that they, which cannot, fhould not beat, or 
" otherwife abufe their Creditors ; That no Father 
" ftiould be fo cruel as to hinder his Daughter from 
" playing the Whore, if he finds her ftrongly dif- 
" pofed to it ^ That no Mafter fliould forbid any 
*' 6f his Servants being Drunk, except it be his 
** Coachman juft before a Journey; That aTradef- 
" man may allow his Prentices to cheat any Body 
" but himfelf, to whom he is bound by Covenants 
*' to be Honeft for a certain time j That a Gentle- 
" man may murder any Body that he thinks has af- 
" fronted him, upon condition he does it openly 
" and fairly, &c. notwithftanding any Law, Sta- 

tute. Decree, or Ir.jundion to the contrary : Pro- 
** vided always that every one take due care that 
" he be not found out to have committed any thing 
" contrary to the Statutes contained in the follow- 
" ing Book, fet out by Authority, fo as to be con- 
** vided thereof by full and legal Evidence : Be- 
" caufe, that in all fuch Cafes, for Example fake, the 
** Law mult take its courfe, and the Offender muft 
*' bear his Misfortune patiently. 

Deiji. It is not fit that every Man ftiould know 
wh^t Natural Liberty he has, for then the Multi- 
tude 
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tqde would be too ftrong for their Governors, and 
the artificial Power of Societies would be ren- 
dered ufelefs. If the Beads knew their own Strength, 
they would never fubnMt to all that Drudgery and 
Hardlhip which Men now put them to. 

Seep. I have often wonder'd, why, an Array of 
Forty Thoufand Men being got together, they 
would chufe rather to fight for thepleafure and ad- 
vantage of other Men, tor Six-pence a day apiece, 
when they might as eafily plunder the whole Na- 
tion, and every. Man of them be Rich : And I don'c 
fee but they have as good a Right to what they 
ckn get at Home, as in another Country. 

Deifi. It is becaufe they cannot communicate 
their Defign to one another, and agree upon the 
ihethodof executing it time enough before they are 
difcovered, and Difcipline reaches them. Martial 
Law is very ftrid in its Commands, and quick in 
its Punilhments, 

Seep. So it is ordered indeed, both m Armies and 
States, that a fevj fhould be too hard for a great 
many, becaufe fome are wifer than fome j and they 
have got the Trick of keeping People under by 
falfe Notions : By preaching up to them Reverence 
to La ms j Love of one's Country ; Care of PoRerityy and 
the like: By perfnading them that fome Men are by 
Nature greater ^ and of a fuperior Order and Dig- 
nity than others, to whom there are particular Re- 
fpefts and Submiffions due from the reft of Man- 
kind : And by making a Monfter of a Common' 
wealthy as if it were a perpetual Creature, a Com- 
mon Mother that took care of every Body ; fo that 
every Body (hould find his Account in ferving her 
fome time or other, when not the fortieth Part of 
a Nation gets any thing by all the Services that are 
done for the Society ; the reft being poor defpica- 
ble Wretches, mereBeafts of Burthen, made to do 
Drudgery for their Brethren j who,* if it were not 

for 
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for thefe Itnpo5cLont, would every one have as good 
a Chance to be happy, as they. 

Deifi. Does not the Commfm Reafon «f Mankind 
Hgree upon the Neceflity of obCerving fome certain 
Laws and Rules of Liviug ? And how is it poliible 
for Men to form themlelves into Societies, and £ub- 
Cft Together without them ? 

Seep. Now we arc come to the Point. Every 
jMan muft nti according to Reafan: For this is pro- 
perly following Nature, which was your firft Rule. 
Man is a reafonable Being, and therefore it mull be 
as natural for Man to follow his Rgafon, as for Beafls 
to be guided by IiifiinSi. But what Reafon nauft 
be follow, his own or other Mens? 

Deifi. Every Man muft judge for himfelf, that's 
certain. 

Seep. Every Man then muil a& according to kis 
own Judgment, muli he not ? 

DeiR. There can be no doubt pf that. 

Seep. Then Oliver and MaJfaneUo were right ho- 
neft Men ; and are undefervedly loaded with Re- 
proach, for taking upon them the Government of 
their Countries, when they judged thcmfelves to be 
the fittcft Perfons for redreffing the Grievances of 
their Times. 

Deifi. They broke thro* all Laws to eftablifli 
their own Power and Intereft. 

Seep. Laws are out of the Difpute now, when we 
are deciding things according to common Reafon, 
which is antecedent to, and above all Law. Did 
not Oliver govern as well, and do as great things 
for the Nation, as any of the Governors he turn'd 
out to make way for himfelf ? Were there not va- 
rious Changes of Government before him, all as il- 
legal one as another ? How came it to pafs then 
that fome obeyed the Agitators, fome the Major-Ge- 
mrnlsy fome the Rumpy and fome Oliver, and ufed 
all the Intered they had to keep fuch a particular 

Form 
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Form of Government on foot, in oppofition to all 
others ? Was it not bccaufe they lik'd one Sett of 
Men better than another or becaufe they had a 
better Profpeft of making their Fortunes under one 
than another? Now Oliver wifely confidering the 
great Diftradions of the Kingdom, by reafon of 
thefe many Changes, and the Cuftora that had long 
prevailed in this Nation, of having one Perfon at a 
time to rule over them ; and being fully perfuaded 
of his own Abilities to difcharge fuch a Truft, 
he thought it moft for the peace and advantage of 
the Nation, to take upon him to be VmeBur. And 
what if others (hould be of a different Opinion 
from him, and think him miftaken ? Yet fo long as 
he afted according to the beft Light he had, I don't 
fee what Right any Man has to condemn him. 

Dn^i. There muft be fome common Rules which 
all Men are oblig'd to conform to ; or elfe every 
thing will be in confufion : And there are a great 
many fuch, which the wifeft and mofl: reafonablc 
Men in all Ages have approved and eftablifti'd : And 
what the generality of the beft and wifeft of Men 
have thought reafonable, it would be Prefumption 
and Perverfenefs in others to call in Queftion. 

Sce^. But where are thefe wife Men that are to 
be believed upon their own Word ? And what is 
their Authority? Will you take all your Morality 
from Ariftotle and Plato ? Or from Tw/Zy, Epiihtuf, 
or Plutarch ? Or fliall Montague and St. Evremont be 
the Standard Authors? 

DeiB. There's no Reafon to believe any Man in- 
tirely upon his own Wordj becaufe no Man is in- 
fallible. The Men you have nam'd we^e great 
Men in their Times, and have made a great many 
wife Refleftions, and laid down feveral good Rules: 
But a Man muft ufe his own Difcrerion in chufing 
and applying them to himfelf. 

K Seep. 
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Seep. That is what 1 fay, and what I would prove 
upon you to be your Principle, and all the Princi- 
ples you have ; that every Man may live juft as he 
lees Ht: himfelf, and cake what Meafures he himfelf 
pleaCes in the Management and Diredion of his 
own Condud, any thing before advanc'd or pre- 
tended to notwithftanding. 

Deifi. That does not follow : Becaufe there are 
no fuch Rules laid down by any Moralift whatfo- 
ever, as will allow a Man fuch an uncontroul'd Li- 
berty as this. 

Seep. Pray, what difference is there between a 
Man's ading as he will himfelf, and chufing what 
Rules he will for himfelf to ad by ? 

Deifi. A great deal : For he, that refolvcs to go 
by a Rule, whatever his Rule be, will find it very 
' ftrait for him fometimes. 

Seep. But if I jogg on eafiiy in a broad pleafant 
Road, till I come to a narrow dirty Lane, where 
I am like to be ftuck, what (hall oblige me to go 
ftrait on, when there are a great many Gaps open 
for me into dry Grounds ; or it is but breaking a 
Hedge, or leaping a Ditch, to get into better 
Way? 

DeiB. For fuch as tliefe are the Laws made, that 
will not be governed by the plain Didates of Rea- 
fon, agreed upon by the wifeft of Mankind. 

Seep. Still harping upon your Laws ! Why, I tell 
you, the Laws of the Land are of no more Obli- 
gation than the Laws of Plato or TuQy ; only that 
a Company of People have combined together to 
punifii a Man that breaks them ; and when thofe 
that are to be punifh'd, are ftronger than the Exe- 
cutioners, then the Law-makers are like to come by 
the worft on'c. 

DeiR. What, do you make the Laws of a Coun* 
try no more than the Orders of a Company of 
Bmdht'i^ or Rapparees ? 

Seep. 
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Seep. Juft fuch, and no other ^ fince in either cafe 
there is no otb€r Authority to inforce Obedience, 
but the Power of the Majority to compel thofe that 
are unwilling, and to punifti thofe that tranfgrefs. 
People that rob in Troops, could never fecure 
themfelves, or their Booty, if they did not agree to 
help one another, to diftribute fairly, and torefufc 
all Rewards for betraying one another. But if fome 
of them had an Opportunity of cheating their Fel- 
lows, without their knowing it, or had a good 
Profpcd of getting more by betraying them to the 
State, than by living with them, they were Fools 
if they did not j tho*, if they were caught, they 
muft be content to undergo the Punifhment ap- 
pointed by their Orders. And fo it is in your greater 
Societies y If a Man could by Mutther, Robbery, 
Fraud, or any other way, advance his Intcrcft j or 
if he had a mind to break any other Laws, for hi? 
Diverfion, he would be to blame not to take the 
occafion, provided it could be done fafely : But if 
he happened to be hang'd for venturing, it was on- 
ly ill Luck, and he muft fubmit quietly to what he 
could not help. 

DeiR. This is running all things into Confufion, 
and making the Condition of Men much worfe than 
that of any other Creatures. 

Seep. And fo indeed it is; If you can provide no 
better for their Happinefs than you do. ' 

DeiR. Well, fince none of my Norions pleafe you, 
pray propoife fome Scheme of your, own which you 
think more rational. 

Seep. To give you my Thoughts freely upon this 
Subjed, without the leaft Prepofl'eflion j I muft needs 
fay, that in my prefent Opinion the Chrijlian Mora- 
lity is more reafonable and more effcdual to all the 
Purpofes of Mankind, than any thing that is fet up 
in its room, whether it were revealed to the World 
in that manner as is pretended, or not. 

K 2 De'ifi: 
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Deift. If you confider the Morality only of the 
Chnflian Reltgiottt it is, I confefs, a good Colledioii 
of Precepts, and may be as ufetul to be confider'd, 
as any other Syftem of- that kind ; tho' a great deal 
of it I cake to be Impradicable, and not well ad^ 
juiled to immun Nature. 

Seep. But, belldes that this appears to be in it 
felf the fuUeit and mod perfed Syftem of Moral 
Rules for the Direction of Mankind} it is further 
pretended, that it came from God ,' whom you, as 
well as the Chriflians, lock upon to be the Former 
of Mankind, and to be infallible : And if fo, he 
muft be allowed to have the beft Right to prefcribe 
to Men, and to know beft what Rules are fit for 
them to obferve. 

Deifi. If there were any fuch thing sls jQivine Re^ 
•velation, you argue juftly. 

Seep. Then thefe Rules arc inforc'd by fuch vaft 
Rewards as cannot be refufed ; and fuch dreadful 
Punilhments as cannot be either refifted, or en^ 
dured. 

DeiB. Still you proceed upon a Suppofition, That 
all thefe Moral Precepts, delivered in the Scriptures, 
were revealed by God. 

Seep. No but I don't : For revealed, or not revealed, 
if it were but throughly and heartily believ'd, that 
they came from God, they muft needs make ftronger 
Impreflions upon Men's Minds than any other 
Laws or Rules pofllibly could, whatever Opinion 
they might have, either of the Wifdom of the Law- 
givers, or the reafonablenefs of the Laws themfelves : 
Becaufe it is impoffible for any. of us to have that 
Opinion of the Wifdom and Power of Men, as 
Cbriflians have of the Wifdom and Power of God: 
Nor can there be fuch Objeds of Hope and Feat 
propob'd by human Governors, as their ^<?<n/f» and 
//.//. 
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Deifi. The Chriftian Rules, are, I grant you, in 
the main, good Rules of Life ; but it is not reckoned 
fuiEcient to believe them to be good and ufeful, ex- 
cept likewife we exprefly own, that they were re- 
vealed immediately by God. 

Seep. This is it that gives them all their Authori- 
ty and Effect: Otherwife, as good and ufeful as 
they are allow'd to be, every Man would be oppo- 
ling his own Judgment, and would chufe and rejei^ 
what he faw fit in his own Condu6t. But, if you 
believe that God revealed them, you muft take them 
all together, and endeavour to conform to them all 
alike, whatever Pride or Luft fajd to the contrary. 

Deiff. Perhaps it might be well to have fuch an 
Opinion as this prevail, with regard to the Morality 
of the Scriptures, if we were not required to believe 
all that is told us there about Heaven and Hell, and 
a RefurreSiion j which are things we have no notion 
of. 

Scef. If thefe things were not firmly believed, the 
Laws and Precepts you talk of, tho' granted to come 
from God himfelf, would fignify nothing : For La\ys 
that are made to redrain the unruly Appetites and 
Inclinations of Men, withoiit exceeding great Pe- 
nalties annexed to the Breach of them, would ne- 
ver be kept, whatever Wifdom or Expedience there 
might otherwife feem to be in them. 

Deifi. There may be fome Reafon for that too. 
But, befides all this, we cannot admit the Chriftian 
Religion, without believing alfo a great many ftrangc 
Matters of Faft, which appear to us either Impof- 
fible or Abfurd. 

Seep. Without allowing thefe FaSis to be true, 
there can be no fufficient inducement to any Man 
to believe that thofe Laws were really given by 
God : Becaufe, whoever pretends to reveal things 
from Heaven, muft convince Mankind that God fent 
him^ by doing fuch Works as none but God could 

do i 
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do ; otherwife what he fays will have no more 
Weight or Authority in it, than if Tally or EpiBetus 
had faid it. 

Deifi. What turn'd ChriRian after all ! this is go- 
ing beyond me. 

Seep, No, I am not yet turn*d : But if ever I 
could be fixc in any Opinion at all ; if I could be 
certain only of this one thing, That there was a 
God i I ftould as certainly embrace Chriftianity : 
Becaufe all other Pretences, that come fllort of this, 
are either vain idle Speculations, or mere Covers 
and Excufes for Libertinifm : And there's not a jot 
more of Religion in Deifm than there is in Atheifm, 

Deifi. How then ! do you take me for an Atbeiff 
at laft ? 

Seep. Neither better nor wotfe in good truth : For 
all the ufe you make of God is either to furnilh out 
an Hypothelis, or to avoid the odious imputation 
of Atheifm ; or in order to make your Approaches 
the better for attacking the Chrijlian Religion. For, 
in all the Difcourfelhave had with you about Mo- 
rality and Religion, you have faid nothing at all of 
the Obligation of obeying God, or knowing the Laws 
he has given you , or of believing a Future State. 

Deifi. Thole things that are pernicious to human 
Society, fuch as Malice, Cruelty, Beftiality, and the 
like, I do believe, are difpleafing to God; and that 
Perfons, who are guilty of fuch fcandalous Things 
as their own natural abhorrence of them tells them 
are Crimes that ought to be avoided, may, proba- 
bly, fuffer fomething hereafter, upon that account, 
by being confined to fome worfe Planet than this 
Earth ; or fome other way, as that Great, but mer- 
ciful Being, God, fhall fee fit. 

Seep. Very well, you own a God j but you'll have 
the making the Laws, and the Penalties for him. 
What you find no Inclination to in your felf, that 
you are pleas'd to allow to be wicked and punifh- 

able. 



